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PROGRAMME 1 

Text One 


2 


Topic: A Quiet Life 

Feiix Catt is a typical resident of Siberia Avenue, 
Surbiton. He looks gloomy, but in fact he is quite 
happy, and he leads a quiet life in this suburb of 
London. His wife Gertie looks after him carefully; 
she cleans the house regularly, and feeds him daily 5 
on well cooked meat and tinned vegetables. There is 
always a supply of fresh water for his whisky, and 
plenty of carpet space fof putting practice, so he is 
very comfortable and content with suburban life. 



Felix is very fond of his old dog, Sam. They go 10 
for walks together on Sundays. Today he is taking 
Sam to the local vet, because he is afraid that he is 
going blind. However, the vet is confident of curing 
him by means of a small operation. He is giving Sam 
an injection before operating on him, so that he will 15 
sleep peacefully the whole time and not feel any 
pain. There is even a pretty nurse standing by to 
comfort Sam in case he feels unhappy and lonely in 
the strange surroundings. 

In general, both Felix and Sam think that they 20 
don't have a bad life, and they have no desire to 
change it for anything more adventurous. 
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Mike 

Jack 

Mike 

Jack 

Mike 

Jack 

Mike 

Jack 

Mike 

Jack 


Mike 


A Date for the Theatre 

Hello, Jack. Why the rush? Where are you going? 

Hello, Mike. I'm on my way to meet Joyce at the 
station. We're having dinner at a Chinese restaurant 
and then we're off to the theatre. 

Do you often go to the theatre? 5 

Yes, Joyce and I usually go at least once a fortnight; 
sometimes more. Do you ever go? 

Yes, but I don't often find time these days. There 
are so many other things to do. 

True, true. 10 

Listen, perhaps Janet and I can arrange to meet you 
and Joyce one Saturday evening. We can have dinner 
together and go on to a theatre. 

That's a good idea. Look, 1 forget the name of the 
play, but there's a good comedy on at the Theatre 15 
Royal next week. If you like, 1 can book four seats 
for next Saturday. 

All right. I’m meeting Janet later this evening so I 
can make sure that she's free next Saturday. I'll ring 
you tomorrow to confirm if we are coming. 20 

Fine. I must fly now. It's six o'clock already and 



Joyce's bus arrives at ten past. She hates waiting 
around and I don't want to spoil everything by up¬ 
setting her before we start our evening. 

I'll phone you tomorrow then. Give my regards to 25 
Joyce. Have a good evening. 




Text Three 
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Tim 

Mary 

Tim 

Mary 

Tim 

Mary 

Tim 

Mary 

Tim 

Mary 

Tim 


A Picnic 
Exeter 563 . 

Tim? This is Mary. I hope I haven't woken you up. 
Actually I got up ten minutes ago, but it's only a 
quarter to nine. Why are you calling me so early on 
a Sunday morning? 5 

Because the sun's shining and there isn't a cloud in 
the sky, and Alan and I are going for a picnic. Do 
you want to come? 

It's true we haven't seen the sun lately, but I expect 
it'll rain again soon. 10 

No, it won't. 

Well I've got some work to do, but I suppose I could 
put it off till tomorrow. Where are you thinking of 
going? 

Well, there's a lovely spot by the river on the road 15 
to Tiverton. There's a big bend in the road just 
before you get to Stoke. You leave your car and 
walk across a field to the left. There are some tall 
elm trees by the river, and that's where we'll be. 

It's very easy to find the place. 20 

Yes, I think I know where you mean. I'll come,and 
1 might even go for a swim. Are you faking any food or 
drink? It's a pity you didn't mention it yesterday; 

I don't think there's any beer in the house. 

Don't worry. We've got some bottles of beer and 25 
lemonade and there's half a chicken in the fridge. 

Right then. See you there in about an hour. 



Prepositions, 

in fact 
look after 
feed on 
content with 


go blind/deaf 
confident of 
by means of 


operate on 
stand by 
on the way 
be off 
at least 
be on 
(all) right 
(must) fly 
wait around 
get up 
call 
go for 
put off 
get to 
see you 


Programme 1 

Verbs, Phrases, Idioms 


5 


c. f. these text lines: 
He said the job was hard, but, in fact, it was easy. 1.2 

Good nurses look after their patients like mothers. 1.4 

Rich people feed their dogs on the best cuts of meat, 1.5 
Zoo keepers are usually content with their jobs. 1.9 



You can do almost anything by means of hard work. 1.14 



We can stop at Stoke on the way to Tiverton. 2.2 

"We'll be off as soon as Tim's ready." 2.4 

"I've told you the answer at least five times." 2.6 

My favourite T.V. programme is on tonight. 2.15 

"At six then." "(All)right. I'll be there." 2.18, 3.27 

"I'll have to fly or I'll miss the bus." 2.21 

We won't wait around for anyone who's late. 2.22 

People who wake up early don't always get up early. 3.3 
"Call me before you come; I may not be home." 3.4; 2.19, 25 
We went for a walk in the woods. 3.7, 3.22 

They decided to put off the theatre visit for a while. 3.13 

The last bus gets to the station at ten to eleven. 3.17 

"Cheerio then!" "See you tomorrow!" 3.27 
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Interviewer 

Peter 

Interviewer 


Profile: Peter Parker 

With us in the studio this morning is Peter Parker. 
Good morning, Peter. 

Good morning. 


Peter Parker is an English Language teacher. He was 
always good at languages at school, so he decided to s 
take his degree in French and German. When he 
finished his university studies, he began teaching in 
a secondary school in England, Two years later, how¬ 
ever, he met someone by chance who offered him a 
job teaching English to foreign students during the m 
long summer holidays. His students were adults and 
he enjoyed the work immensely. He soon found he 
was more interested in teaching his own language to 
foreigners than foreign languages to English school¬ 
boys. 15 

Since then he has specialised in this work. He has 
found that one of the advantages of the job is that it 
enables him to find work almost anywhere in the 
world. First he went to Africa for two years and 
then he spent a year in Arabia. After this he went zo 
to Greece where he has worked for the last 3 years. 

He hasn't been to South America yet but he intends 
to go there next. He has taught men and women of 
all ages and of various nationalities. He has also 
learned to get on with all kinds of people and to zs 
adjust to different ways of life. So far he has not 
regretted his decision to follow this career. 

Now then, Peter, tell me... 





Text Two 
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Mary 

Jane 

Mary 

Jane 


Mary 


Jane 


Mary 

Jane 


Mary 

Jane 


Mary 

Jane 

Mary 


Jane 


Holiday Plans 

Have you had your holiday for this year yet, Jane? 
Not yet. I'm taking it at the end of September. 
Where are you going? Have, you made up your 
mind? 

Not really. I thought of going to Spain again, but 
I've already been there twice and I'd like to try 
somewhere new. 

My brother's just gone to Mexico for two weeks. I 
had a card from him yesterday and he seems to be 
having a good time. Why don't you go there? 

That's O.K. for you well-off people, but I couldn't 
possibly afford it. I'm much too hard up at the 
moment. 

The air-fare is quite expensive, I admit, but you 
needn't spend a lot when you get there. 

I've already spent a lot of money this year. My 
flat was done up last month, so I haven't got much 
to spare for expensive holidays abroad. 

Oh, I see. 

Perhaps I’ll just go to Scotland or Ireland in the end. 
I've heard they're both very beautiful, and I haven't 
been to either of them. 

We went to Ireland two years ago to pay Jill and her 
husband a visit. They're in Dublin now. 

Oh, yes, so they are! 

If you decide on Ireland you can call in on them. 

Jill would willingly put you up for a few days. I'm 
sure. 

That's a good idea! I haven't seen Jill for more than 
three years now and I'd like to know how she's 
getting on. 



Text Three 
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The Lost Tie 

Mike Have you seen my new tie. Mum? 

Mother Which new tie? 

Mike The red one I bought in London a couple of weeks 

ago. I wore it to the dinner party at the Dawsons' 
place on Saturday and I haven't worn it or seen it 5 
since. 

Mother No, 1 don't think I've seen it this week, but have 

you looked for it properly? 1 expect you threw it 
carelessly into the back of the wardrobe after the 
party — the way you usually do. 10 

Mike I've looked for it everywhere. And it's not in the 

wardrobe. Have you tidied up my bedroom again 
and put all my things away in new places where I'll 
never find them? 

Mother I always put your ties away in the wardrobe where is 

they belong, so don't blame me. Are you sure you 
haven't worn that tie since Saturday? 

Mike No, 1 don't think so. 

Mother On Tuesday you went out with Janet and I think 

you put it on then. You didn't come in until one 20 
o'clock in the morning and I was already in bed. 

Perhaps you took it off in Janet's house and left it 
there. 

Mike Ah! I remember now. It was a bit hot and I took 

my tie off in the car on the way home on Tuesday. 25 
I suppose it's still on the shelf under the dashboard. 

Mother As usual you've only got yourself to blame. It's a 

good job your head is firmly fixed to your 
shoulders — otherwise I'm sure you'd lose that too. 



Prepositions, 

good at 
by chance 
interested in 
specialise in 
get on with 
adjust to 
at the end (of) 
make up (my) 
mind 
think of 
a good time 
well off 
hard up 
do up 
in the end 
pay a visit 
decide on 
call in on 
put up 

get on 

look for 


tidy up 
put away 
a good job 


Programme 2 

Verbs, Phrases, Idioms 


c. f. these text lines: 


I'm not very good at games. 1.5 

Quite by chance I met an old friend in Oxford Street. 1.9 

Peter is interested in foreign languages. 1.13 

This restaurant specialises in French food. 1.16 

I like my job, but I don't get on with my boss. 1.25 

We all have to adjust to new situations. 1.26 

The bus stops at the end of the street. 2.2 

I suddenly made up my mind to emigrate. 2.3 

Peter is thinking of leaving for America. 2.5 

I had a good time at the party last night. 2.10 

You can take exotic holidays if you're well off. 2.11 

I'm rather hard up so I can't buy her a present. 2.12 

They did up our office last week. It looks nice now. 2.17 

In the end I found the letter after searching for hours. 2.20 
My brother paid me a visit last week. 2.23 

I liked the red dress, but finally I decided on the blue one.2.26 
We called in on Uncle Tom while we were in Bristol. 2.26 

"Don't all go to a hotel. We can easily put up some of 2.27 

you here." 

"Hello, John. How are you getting on?" "Fine, 2.31 

thanks." 

"If you look for it carefully, you'll find it." 3.8 


"If you look for it carefully, you'll find it." 3.8 



"It's raining. It's a good job I've got my umbrella!" 3.28 
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Text One 


A Road Accident 


-JULY^: - JOURNAL JULY= 


It was raining heavily as I was walking up the lull 
towards the station at six o’clock on a Saturday 
morning. At this early hour there wasn't much 
traffic and there weren't many people in sight. Just 
as I was crossing the road near the top of the hill, a 
car came round the corner. It was travelling very fast 
and the driver was obviously having difficulty in 
controlling it. Suddenly it swerved violently, skidded 
on the wet road, hit a lamp-post and turned over. 



At once I ran to the car to assist the driver, but 
he was unconscious and there was a lot of blood on his 
face, A young woman hurried into the station and phoned 
for an ambulance while I took care of the driver, A 
number of other people gathered round the car, but there 
wasn't a great deal we could do, A policeman arrived a 
few minutes later and asked me a lot of questions about 
the accident. Shortly afterwards the man came round, 
and he was groaning quietly when the ambulance arrived 
at high speed and rushed him away to hospital. 

On Monday morning I went to the hospital to enquire 
about the man. They told me that his injuries were not 
serious after all and that he was rapidly getting over 
the effects of the accident. 


5 


10 


15 


20 






Text Two 
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Mrs. Jones 


Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 
Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 
Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Jones 
Mrs. Smith 


A little Gossip 

Good morning, Mrs. Smith. What beautiful weather 



Yes, lovely! What a splendid summer we've had so 
far this year! 

Yes, but some people are complaining about the heat 
and grumbling because we haven't had much rain for 
the gardens. 

Some people are never satisfied. 

By the way, have you heard that young Patrick 
Ellis has had another accident in his car? 

How awful! Is he badly hurt? 

Well, they took him to hospital but I don't think it 
was serious because he's coming home again today. 

I suppose he was driving flat out again. Only yester¬ 
day I was telling Mrs. Tailor how madly he drives. 

And all his friends are just the same. 

I know. What wild things young men are these days! 

Mm_ I've got some news for you, too. Have you 

heard that Eva Browning is getting married for the 
third time on September the tenth? 

Fancy that! She only got her second divorce in the 
spring. What a dreadful woman she is! 

Her first marriage only lasted six months — and that 
was only in 1972, wasn't it? 

Yes, that's right. At this rate she'll lose count of her 
husbands before she's forty. 

She may lose count, Mrs. Jones but we certainly won't. 




Text Three 
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Felix 


Gertie 


Felix 

Gertie 

Felix 

Gertie 

Felix 

Gertie 

Felix 

Gertie 


Felix 


A few Errands 

I'm just going down to the shops to buy some 
cigarettes, Gertie. Do you want anything while I'm 
there? 

Yes, what a good idea! There are a lot of things I 
need, as a matter of fact. Let me see... We haven't 
got many eggs left, so bring a dozen large ones. And 
there isn't much cooking-fat in the jar, so bring a 
pound of lard. And ... 

Hold on! If you want me to get a lot of things, write 
them down on a piece of paper, or I'll forget some¬ 
thing. 

All right. But wait a minute, while I look in the 
other cupboard to see what we need. 

Hurry up, then! I want to call in for a chat with 
Gerry on the way back. 

We've got plenty of cocoa, but we've nearly run out 
of coffee and there isn't a great deal of tea left; 
bring a large tin of instant and a quarter pound of 
tea. Oh! And I want some ham. 

How much? 

Half a pound will do. We're short of vegetables, too; 
bring some beans, and a tin of carrots... 

I only wanted to go out for a stroll and a chat. I'll 
need a lorry to bring all that home. 

Here's the list. Oh, and you can pick up my coat at 
the dry-cleaner's while you're passing. And do me a 
favour while you're at Gerry's: ask Pam if she's free 
on Thursday morning. We're having a meeting at ten 
o'clock about the tennis-club dance in August. 

Do you mind if I have half an hour to myself after 
I've done all your business for you? 
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Prepositions, Verbs, Phrases, Idioms 

c. f. these text lines: 


rain heavily It rarely rains heavily in England — just often! 1.1 

in sight The boat was not in sight when we reached the harbour. 1.4 

difficulty in Eva has difficulty in remembering all her husbands. 1.7 

turnover Several boats turned over in the strong wind. 1.9 

at once The teacher called, and the boy came at once. 1.10 

take care of "You'll take care of my dog while I'm away, won't you?" 1.13 

come round The boxer didn't come round for ten minutes after the 1.17 

fight. 

at high speed Modern planes can travel at extremely high speeds. 1.19 

enquire about They enquired about the trains at the station. 1.20 

after all The weather looked bad, but we didn't need coats after 1.22 

all. 

get over He had 'flu for weeks, but finally he got over it. 1.22 

complain about Bill often complains about his job. 2.5 

by the way "By the way, have you seen Bill lately ?" 2.9 

flat out "Your car isn't safe when you drive it flat out." 2.14 

get married They were only seventeen when they got married. 2.19 

fancy that "Eva's got a new boyfriend." "Well, fancy that!" 2.21 



at this rate "Walk faster. We’ll miss the bus at this rate." 2.25 

as a matter "I said I wanted two, but as a matter of fact I'll need 3.5 

of fact four." 

left They hurried because there was little time left. 3.6 

hold on "Hold on a minute — I'll fetch my pen." 3.9 

run out of I ran out of money before the end of the holiday. 3.16 

short of "We're short of cash, so you'd better write a cheque." 3.21 

pick up "Look after my case. I'll come and pick it up later." 3.25 

do a favour I'm grateful to John He's done me several favours. 3.26 

do business I never do business with friends. 3.31 
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Text One 


Work and Play 


0J>»^ ►- g, 

^ ^ J2.xikt-J. 


ii^o &VJ o-r 


'tLw 


oJ2il 

ffV-? 

a S■c£^JI(aJel^|, 


UJo/L^ 

LjLxsiL^ic. n Jif;.—j 

(>u_/K^ Qju^ tr 

fo fX^VTif —^ C-J lu_0- 

Lju^ CcOo. Ch^f'oA^ 

Ujl I’-a^ k_i!^ 0^ ksv^ o-Asw" 

fU_#. ftoY^ 61 ftji /avoJ2<^Vu itmu.,_ a^-ziL.^ 

Le. aJo-re^t O.^ 

^ iVu (■ Qtuuu^jiJ^ lu. a>-~^ COL^K- /^J^. 

Ue..fu h ^ siO(rrr; (x-P Bi. iu^s oJle 

B_P "Hu.^ Ox*,^ (xx^KS ^ ffu . 

Kcs ''''teu-x.a«_r Lx-»'rtj-/ a /irfaA_ 

©^j^4Xj,oOr, fl€^ if feoVC^ lAWtl-. Ox-^ i-yp-, 

Lc. ti 

'^U- 4 . iW / Ljt’^ to 

'^’^^^ 0^ Kj2aJ€-<' iu^ 

(o‘ia^/UjL.i U fcuja-S<..^ /"o-^cx^ Ujz. /-j>_^ 

fy^ L&w i kxi'fk (a- 4': j^e*—^. 

flc- if ^1 ija4^VcJ2i2^ tc^ {(Ujuu^ ij U-/ )^<n^/: 

s-p^r cul}^, oij^-flJ/gu ^ ^ 

Sc£v.»-cf^ (XxUx^^ffV CLu^ Lti, (ajj^J^ (^/caS-^ uxru 


[x-d'p4--4 ^c* (A^ctfw.^ t 

o JZ®^ 7)u^ 

"io Ux^lfvovt L>^ 

' ^ AIax^ (oxO^ UjUc- 


T|v6 |t4Jb«-xi>-^ C«> LxJt 

X ^aDhS-ii—P ' CU-x-J 

1 *—<s1Uj3-i^ 3crCJfv f ■' 

(ru(^ ' ^ U>x.a 4 ^r.x.g.' fev-e 


15 




Text Two 


Programme 4 


15 


Susan 

Andy 

Susan 

Andy 


Susan 

Andy 

Susan 

Andy 


Susan 


Andy 


Career Prospects 

How have your two sons been doing at school lately, 
Andy? 

Terrible! James never starts working, and Malcolm 
never stops working. 

You're joking, of course. I hear that Malcolm is 5 

likely to win all the prizes in the exams this year. 

Yes, so his teachers say. But he deserves to do well. 

He's always been so conscientious and hard-working, 
and he's been slaving at his books every evening for 
months on end recently. He wants to go to Oxford 10 
University next year. 

Maybe he'll become a university lecturer himself 
eventually. 

Maybe. But I think he studies too hard; I sometimes 
wish he'd go out and enjoy himself for a change. 15 
Yes... What about the younger one? 

Well, James' teachers say that he has ability, but that 
he's too inconsistent and that he rarely does his best. 

In other words, he's not bad when he makes an 
effort, but he's too idle. He couldn't care less about 20 
exams. He does his homework in ten minutes every 
evening and then rushes out to play tennis. 

He's crazy about tennis, isn't he? Perhaps he can 
make his fortune at it. You can make more money 
from sport than from an old-fashioned profession 25 
these days. 

So I believe. But my wife always worries about the 
children's future. She wants James to give up tennis 
and study law, but I don't believe in forcing boys to 
take up careers they're not cut out for. I wonder 30 
how James'll develop in a couple of years' time! 
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Malcolm 

Pete 

Malcolm 

Pete 

Malcolm 

Pete 

Malcolm 


Pete 

Malcolm 

Pete 

Malcolm 

Pete 


After the Exams 

What did you think of the exams, Pete? I reckon 
they were dead easy. 

Maybe they were easy enough for you but they were 
much too hard for me. 

Oh, come on. You've probably done better than you 5 
think. 

No, I'm dead certain I've failed in Latin, and most 
likely in French and History too. Thank goodness 
it's all over though. We can forget about it now — 
at least until the results come out. 10 

Yes. Now I can get on with reading all the books 
I've been wanting to read for months, but haven't 
had time for. 

What! ...Well, it's up to you, I suppose, but I've 
had enough of reading; I'm not going to open is 

another book for months. Don't you think we all 
deserve a break? 

Well, yes... I'll take a day or two off perhaps. And 
I think I'll come to Bob's sister's party tomorrow 
night. But if I'm going to university in October, I'll 20 
have to get down to some serious work again pretty 
soon. 

I've got to get through the A level exams first. I'll 
worry about university if and when I ever get tfiere. 
That's the trouble with you. You always try to do 25 
everything at the last minute. 

And you're too serious; that's your trouble. You 
never stop swotting. 

Well, 1 like reading. 


And 1 can't stand it. I don't know why I decided to 30 
try to go to university in the first place. I think I'll 
run away and join the army or something. 
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Prepositions, Verbs, Phrases, Idioms 

c. f. these text lines: 


sit exams The students sit the G.C.E. exams in June. 1.4 

bored with I'm bored with watching television. 1.15 

keen on I'm not keen on the cinema. 1.16 

fond of They are very fond of their cat. 1.21 

do well I'm sure he will do well at Oxford if he gets there. 2.7 

on end It has been raining for days on end. 2.10 

for a change I'm tired of tea; let's have some coffee for a change. 2.15 

what about "I don't like wine." "What about beer?" "Yes, I like 2.16 

beer." 

do (my) best I didn't pass, but I did my best. 2.18 

in other words They never work hard. In other words, they're just lazy. 2.19 

couldn't care less "1 failed again, but I couldn't care less." 2.20 

crazy about "Young girls today are all crazy about pop stars." 2.23 

make a fortune He made a fortune during the war, then spent it all. 2.24 

worry about Charles is worried about his cat. 2.27 

give up I gave up chocolates when I got too fat. 2.28 



believe in Do you believe in ghosts? 2.29 

take up We took up sailing when we moved to Portsmouth. 2.30 

cut out for This man is not cut out for an office job. 2.30 

deaiiabso/ute/y) "These tests are dead simple." "You're dead right!" 3.2 

come on "I'll never finish in time." "Come on. Of course you will." 3.5 

thank goodness "We're home at last." "Thank goodness for that!" 3.8 

all over It was hard work, but it's all over now. 3.9 

come out This magazine comes out once a month. 3.10 

get on with "Get on with the work or we'll never finish today." 3.11 

up to (you) "Shall we leave at 9 or 10?" "I don't mind. It's up to you. "3.14 

have enough of "I've had enough of working late at night." 3.15 

day off We always get three days off at Christmas. 3.18 

get down to "I feel tired, but I must get down to work again." 3.21 

pretty {very) "Malcolm's pretty good at tennis, isn't he?" 3.21 

get through After three failures I finally got through the driving test. 3.23 

can't stand "I like John, but 1 can't stand his girlfriend" 3.30 
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Text One 


An Informal Invitation 
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Charles 

Bob 


Charles 

Bob 


Charles 


Bob 

Charles 


Bob 

Charles 


Bob 


Detailed Directions 
Harpole 7453. 

Hello, Charles. This is Bob. You were quite right in 
your letter; very few people have any idea where 
Harpole is. I've asked half a dozen people so far 
without success. 5 

1 guessed you'd have difficulty. Where are you now? 

I'm in a telephone box, outside a post-office, at a 
crossroads about a mile from the end of the motor¬ 
way. 

O.K. Listen carefully then. Carry on along the road 10 
towards Portsmouth until you go down a steep hill. 

Take the turning to the left at the bottom of the 
hill — there's a pub called The Green Man on the 
right just before the turning. 

I've got that. Go on. 15 

The road winds through a small village, over a bridge 
across a river and then under a railway. Just after 
the railway bridge the road forks; take the left hand 
fork... 

Slow down a bit! I'm trying to write this down. I'll 20 
never remember all that. 

I've nearly finished. After about a mile you'll drive 
through a wood and, as you come out of the wood, 
turn right and go up the hill to Harpole. Manor Road 
is the second turning on the left, and our house is at zb 
the end on the right. You'll see my car, the dark 
blue Rover, parked outside. 

I suppose I'll find it, but if I'm not.there by mid¬ 
night send out a search party! 
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Barbara 

Charles 

Barbara 


Charles 

Barbara 

Charles 

Barbara 

Charles 

Barbara 

Charles 


Arranging the House 

Give me a hand with this sideboaid, Charles. I want 
it over there by the settee. 

Don't you think it would be better under that 
picture by the armchair? 

No. The picture isn't staying there anyv.'sy. I only 
hung it on the wall because it was in the way on the 
floor. We can arrange the pictures when all the 
furniture is in place. 



Where did ! put my big screwdriver? It's not in the 
toolbox and I want to tighten up these loose screws lo 
on the door hinges. 

You had it in your hand when you went into the 
kitchen just now. Perhaps you left it there. 

Yes, 1 think I put it down on the shelf above the 
sink. I'll go and fetch it. 15 

Pass me that brush behind the chair before you go; 
and take your tools off that nice polished table. 

You'll spoil all our furniture before you finish. 

Don't keep on nagging. I've got to put them some¬ 
where. By the way, have you seen the cat this 20 

morning? You didn't shut him outside last night, 
did you? He'll get lost. 

No. He's definitely inside the house. I expect he's 
fed up with all the fuss and noise. He's probably 
crept into a cupboard somewhere and gone to sleep. 25 
That's just what I'd like to do. I'm tired of it all as well. 
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programme 5 

Prepositions, Verbs, Phrases, Idioms 

c. f. these text lines: 


let know Please let me know if you need any help. 1.1 

sorry about We're sorry about the noise we made last night. 1.3 

lack of There's a lack of space in all big cities. 1.3 

in any case You can have that cake. I'm not hungry in any case. 1.5 

find out I phoned John to find out when he was coming. 1.6 

do a trip We did the trip in less than an hour. 1.13 

give a ring "I'll give you a ring at the office tomorrow." 1.16 



in spite of In spite of the cold weather he went out without a coat. 1.19 

short notice We can't do big jobs at short notice. 1.20 

fix up with "My secretary will fix you up with all you need." 1.23 

put up with "I just can't put up with that noise any longer." 1.24 

no idea "I've no idea where I put my screwdriver." 2.3 

carryon You can watch television while I carry on with my work. 2.10 

(t've) got it "Do you understand that?" "Yes, I've got it." 2.15 

slow down He was slowing down as he reached the bend. 2.20 

give a hand "Let me give you a hand with your suitcases." 3.1 



in the way "Don't leave your car there. It's in the way." 3.6 

tighten up This strap is too loose. Tighten it up." 3.10 

just now "Have you seen John?" "Yes, he^j^ in the garden just 3.13 

now" 

keep on That dog keeps on barking all night. 3.19 

fed up with "I'm fed up with this exercise." 3.24 

go to sleep I usually read a little before I go to sleep. 3.25 

tired of I'm tired of doing examinations. 3.26 
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Text One 


Saturday Night Thoughts 

Now where are my pyjamas? 

it's Sunday tomorrow. I usually sit around and do 
nothing on Sundays, but tomorrow I'm going to 
make a special effort. I'm going to get up early and 
see to lots of jobs that I've been meaning to do for 5 
ages but just haven't got round to. First of all, I'm 
going to cut the garden hedge, and then I'm going 
to dig the weeds out of the vegetable patch and 
plant some cabbages and onions. If I have time after 



that. I'll mow the front lawn before lunch. In the 10 
afternoon I'm going to polish the car and give it a 
service. The car needs a service badly, but I'm not 
going to take it to the garage because labour costs 
are so high nowadays. There's no point in wasting 
money, and why pay someone to do a simple job 15 
when it costs you nothing to do it yourself? I've 
phoned Ted, and since he's at a loose end tomorrow 
he'll come round as soon as he finishes lunch and 
we'll work on the car together. We've agreed that 
he'll help me with my car this week, and, in return, 20 
I'll go round to his place next Sunday and help him 
paint his garage. 

Ah well, into bed ... 
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Hon 

Ted 

Ron 

Ted 

Hon 

Ted 

Ron 

Ted 


Ron 

Ted 

Ron 

Ted 

Ron 

Ted 

Sid 

Ron 

Sid 


Ron 

Sid 


The Expert's Fee 

That's the cleaning finished, Ted. It looks almost 
brand new now. 

Shall we adjust the clutch and check the brakes? 

O.K. And then I'll change the spark plugs. We 
won't be long now. 

Will you pass me that spanner, please, Ron? No, not 
that one. The big one behind your left foot. 

Here you are. 

Your front tyres are nearly worn out, Ron. Had you 
noticed? 

No I hadn't. I'll buy two new ones tomorrow. 

I've checked the oil level — I'll just look at the 
battery now. Hmm! There's no water. Shall I fill it 
up? 

Yes please. But get a move on, Ted; it's going to 
rain in a minute. 

Start the engine then, Ron. 

Funny! It won't start. I wonder what's up with it? 
Look, there's Sid Greenham over there. He'll know 
what's wrong, Shall I ask him? 

All right. 

Will you come and see what's up with my friend's 
car, Sid? V'l/e can't make it start. 

I'll put it right for you in a jiffy, but I'm a 
professional mechanic and it'll cost you a pound. 

All right, go ahead. 

Just disconnect these two wires, change them around 
like this and connect them up again. Now the engine 
will start with no trouble. 

A pound for that? It only took twenty seconds. 

Ah, but you've paid for what I know, not for what 
I've done! 



Text Three 
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Policeman 


Suspect 

Policeman 

Suspect 

Policeman 

Suspect 

Policeman 

Suspect 

Policeman 

Suspect 

Policeman 


Suspect 

Policeman 

Suspect 

Policeman 


The Suspect 

Good evening, sir. I'd like to ask you a few 



By all means, officer — only too glad to help if I 
can. But I know nothing about it. 

About what? 

About the murder that someone committed next 
door two nights ago, of course. 

Hm! Did you hear anything unusual that night? 

Oh, no! I heard nothing at all. 

Did you see anything out of the ordinary? 

No, 1 saw nothing, officer. 

Did you speak to anybody that evening? 

No, nobody. I was sitting here watching television. 

I was minding my own business. 

So murder isn't your business, sir? Someone fired 
six shots with a revolver, but you heard nothing... 
A man ran through that door five minutes after the 
crime, but you saw nothing and spoke to no one... 
Yet you say that you sat in that chair the whole 
evening and went nowhere... It all sounds very 
suspicious to me, sir. Have you anything to add? 
Nothing at all. 

Then I have no more questions to ask ... but you 
won't get away with it. 

What was that? 

We shall proceed with our enquiries, sir. 
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Prepositions, Verbs, Phrases, Idioms 



sit around "Don't just sit around. Come and help me." 1.2 

see to Janet will see to the housework while mother is away. 1.5 

forages "I've known Mary for ages now." 1.6 

get round to "I haven't written to him yet, but I'll get round to it soon." 1.6 

no point in There's no point in doing this exercise. It's too easy. 1.14 

at a loose end I only went to the lecture because I was at a loose end. 1.17 

come round "You must come round and see me when you have time. 1.18 

brand new "He’s got a brand new T.V. set. He bought it yesterday." 2.2 

here you are "I’d like a cigarette. " "Here you are. Have one of mine." 2.8 

worn out My shoes are worn out. I need some new ones. 2.9 

fillup Shall I fill up your glass? 2.13 

get a move on "Get a move on. You’re late again." 2.15 

what's up with "1/Vhat's up with John? He looks very angry." 2.18 

(that's) funny "(That's) funny. Tm sure I put my watch there, but it's 2.18 

gone now." 

put right I made a mistake, but I'll soon put it right. 2.24 

in a jiffy "Wait for me here. I'll be back in a jiffy." 2.24 

go ahead "Are you ready?" "Yes, you can go ahead now." 2.26 

connect up We've got a new telephone, but it isn't connected up yet. 2.28 

by all means "Can I borrow your pen, please?" "By all means." 3.3 

out of the We never do anything out of the ordinary these days. 3.10 

ordinary 

own business He's so curious he can never mind his own business. 3.14 

get away with Smile at the new teacher and you'll get away with 3.24 

anything. 

proceed with The builders were instructed to proceed with the work. 3.26 
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Text One 


Topic: U. K. Elections 

Next month the people of the United Kingdom will 
be voting in a general election, and shortly the 
seemingly interminable political speeches and debates 
on radio and television will be under way. If the 
Labour Party succeeds in its attempt to increase the 
slender majority of seats in the House of Commons 
that it won at the last election, it will be introducing 
radical new measures, including widespread national¬ 
isation of private industry, in an effort to rescue 
Britain from threatening economic problems. The 
Conservatives, the main opposition party, will be 
hoping to convince the nation of the need for 
encouraging private enterprise; they have hopes, 
if the people unite under a Conservative government, 
of overcoming such evils as inflation, food shortages, 
fuel crises and a possible world-wide slump. The 
Liberal party will be trying to persuade the voters 



that Britain can achieve economic stability and 
industrial prosperity only under Liberal leadership. 
Meanwhile the Scottish and Welsh Nationalists may 
be urging the citizens of Scotland and Wales to vote 
for their complete independence from England and 
the parliament at Westminster. 




Text Two 


Terry 


Steve 


Terry 

Steve 


Terry 

Steve 


Terry 

Steve 

Terry 

Steve 

Terry 
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In Luck 

I hear you've got a transfer to the new office in 
Rome for a few months, Steve. How did you manage 
that? Who pulled strings for you? 

No one. I was just lucky. I happened to be in 
Mr. Barrett's office when he was talking to the big s 
boss from the States about it. They said they wanted 
to send someone who could get by in Italian, so 1 
mentioned that I had picked up a bit on holiday in 
Italy and learned some more at night school, and 
finally they said I could go. 'o 

When will you be setting off? 

On Monday morning. But I'm taking two weeks' 
holiday before starting work. I'll be spending a few 
days in Germany and a week in the Alps near Mont 
Blanc with a friend. We'll be doing some skiing is 

together. 

Will you be travelling by air? 

No, I'm taking the car. I'll be staying Sunday night 
in London at the Victoria Palace Hotel, picking up 
my friend at Victoria Station on Monday morning 20 
and then making for the Dover-Ostend ferry. 

Roll on Monday then! 

Yes! Just imagine, at this time on Monday I'll be head¬ 
ing across the Netherlands on my way to Germany, the 
Alps and the sunny Mediterranean... 25 

And I'll be sitting here in Birmingham sweating over 
the correspondence — and it'll probably be pouring 
with rain, too. 

Never mind. Perhaps they'll open a new office in 
Mallorca or the Canary Islands and your turn will come. 30 
With my luck they'll probably send me to the Sahara 
Desert. Anyway, I'm off. It's gone five and my girl- 
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friend will be waiting for me outside - and she 
won’t wait long! 

Steve 

Now it's my turn to envy you. I'll be doing overtime 
until 8 o'clock tonight while 1 sort my office out. 

Terry 

Don't, work too hard! Have a good trip and don't 
drive too fast! 

Steve 

Text Three 

i won't! Clieerio, Terry. 

Sea or Air 

Susan 

Are you looking forward to your trip to Canada, Julie? 

Julie 

1 can't wait to see Canada, Susan, but I'm scared 
stiff of the journey. IVIy husband insists on flying, but 

1 want to sail. Planes make me nervous. 

Susan 

There's nothing to be frightened of. How many planes 
fly across the Atlantic every day? 

Julie 

I've no idea. Hundreds, 1 suppose. 

Susan 

And how often do you hear of a crash?... Once or 
twice a year? 

Julie 

Yes, but aeroplanes fly so high and fast that once is 
enough. 

Susan 

Look, there are more road casualties per day than air 
deaths per year. Air transport is really safe compared 
with road transport. 

Julie 

I'd still prefer to go by sea. Ships may not travel fast 
but at least you can relax. I'd love a trip on a luxury 
liner like the Queen Elizabeth II. 

Susan 

It's fine if you're a good sailor, but have you ever 
\w a ^aa? 

Julie 

No. I've only been in a boat once. 1 sailed down the 
River Thames on a sightseeing tour... But in any case 
I'd rather be sea sick than dead. 
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under way 
succeed in 
rescue from 
convince of 
such (...) as 

independence 

from 

pull strings 
talk to ... about 
get by 
pick up 
set off 

pick (you) up 
brake for 

roll on 

pour with rain 
never mind 
gone {after) 
sort out 
look forward to 


scared (stiff) of 
insist on 


c. f. these text lilies: 


They got up early and were under way before six. 1.4 

We succeeded in breaking the door open, 1.5 

The crew were rescued from the sinking boat. 1.9 

I convinced him of the need to hurry. 1.12 

Industrial countries such as England depend on food 1.15 
imports. 

Some Scots want independence from England. 1.22 


If you want the job, I can pull some strings for you. 2.3 

I want to talk to you about an important matter. 2.5 

"The job won't be easy without help, but we'll get by." 2.7 
"John picks up languages very easily." 2.8 

Early next morning they set off for Paris. 2.11 

"Be ready at two and I'll pick you up in the car." 2.19 

After spending a week in Paris, we made for the south 2.21 

coast. 

"I'm tired of this job." "So am I. Roll on five o'clock." 2.22 
It was pouring with rain when I went out. 2.27 

"I've lost five pounds." "Never mind. You can afford it." 2.29 
"It's gone two o'clock already. I must go now.” 2.32 

I'll sort out these old letters, and throw some away. 2.36 

The children are looking forward to the holidays, 3.1 



"I'm scared of that big dog." 3.2 

John insists on paying for our meal. 3.3 



frightened of The little girl was frightened of the dark, 
compared with This hotel is small compared with the Royal. 


3.5 

3.13 
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Text One 


A Matter of Habit 




Vic West’s 


i 

f ! 1 


View 


I NEVER used to go any¬ 
where without the car. ! 
regarded it as an essential 
part of myself. But w/hen 
5 the price of petrol 
doubled in one year, I 
resolved not to use the 
car except when absolute¬ 
ly necessary. 

10 For e.MinipIc. 1 always used 
to take the car wlien 1 went 
to fetch the ji.ipcis on Sunday 
mornings, altiiougli our news¬ 
agent's is only 10 minutes’ 
IP walk away; now 1 go on fool. 

I tell myself that I’m irot 
only cci>nonii.siiig on petrol 
irut keeping fit at the same 
lime. It's ail a question of 
:>o habit reaily. I'm surc you.caii 
get used to aiiyliling if you 
try and I aheady feel tirat I 
rely .in the car less lluiii I 
ii.scd to. 

iie.sidc.s. now that v.e live 


A matter 
of habit? 

in the suburbs, I can walk 
down the road and catch a 
bus to the office or to any 
oilier part of the town. We 
used to live in the coimti)' 30 
about 15 miles fiom town 
and then I would fre(|ueiilly 
drive to and fro twice in one 
day. Tltat meant 1 would 
use 15 gallons of petrol ami 35 
more in a week; now I need 
half that amount. 

■flic trouble is that I am 
also getting used to the petrol 
prices, f hey don’t .seem so ao 
very liigh. to me any inore. 
I’erliap.s it’s oasici to gel ac¬ 
customed to expensive petrol 
than it is to doing without 
tire cai. 45 


2P 
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A Helpful Neighbour 

Mr. Williams I've just brought your ladder back, Mr. Fielding. 

Tfianks for lending it to me. Where shall I leave it? 

Mr. Fielding Just lean it against the wall there. How are you 
settling down in the new house? 

Mr. Williams Oh, fine, thanks. All the neighbours have been very s 
kind. We think we'll be very happy here. 

Mr. Fielding I'm sure you'll soon feel at home. Use the ladder 
again any time. 

Mr. Williams Thanks... Er... Do you mind if I borrow one of 

your drills? lo 

Mr. Fielding There are all my drills. Which one do you want? 

Mr. Williams Any one will do. I only want to drill some holes in 

the wall to put up some shelves. 

Mr. Fielding Well, take the electric one. It bores holes through 

anything. is 

Mr. Williams How does it work? I don't want to ruin it. 

Mr. Fielding It's child's play. Anyone can use it. You just plug it 

in and press this switch; release the switch and it 
stops again. 

Mr. Williams I'll need some long screws as well. They're out of ?o 
stock at Smith's hardware stores. Do you know 
where I can buy some? 

Mr. Fielding Try Thorne's in Paul Street; you can usually find 
anything you want there... Hang on a minute 
though; I've got lots of screws in that tin there. 

Help yourself if there are any the right size. 

Mr. Williams That's very generous of you, Mr. Fielding. Thank 
you very much. 

Mr. Fielding You're welcome, Mr. Williams. Always glad to oblige 
a neighbour. 


30 
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Jane 

Ron 

Jane 

Ran 

Jane 

Ron 

Jane 

Ron 


Jane 

Ron 


Jane 


The Comiriuter 
How aie things, Ron? 

Not bad, Jane. I'rn involved in loo many problems 
and it's a long working day, but I'm used to that, so 
it doesn't bother me too much. 

How do you like commuting to London every day? 
Don't you find it a strain? 

It was ghastly at first - especially getting up beloie 
dawn to catch that 6.30 train. But it's bearable now 
that I'm used to it. 

Don't you think it's an awful waste of time? I 
couldn't bear to spend three hours sitting in a train 
every day. 

I used to feel the same as you, but now I quite enjoy 
it. 

How do you pass the time? 

In the morning I just sit in comfort and read the 
ftapeis to caitch up with tfie news; on tlie way home 
at night I relax with a good book, or have a nap, or 
chat with friends or even have a game of bridge. 



I suppose you know lots of people on the train now. 
Yes, I bump into someone I know on the platform 
every day. Last week I came across a couple of old 
school friends and we spent the entire journey in the 
bar. 

It sounds like a good club. You never know, I may 
join it! 


?& 





Prepositions, 

regard as 
economise on 

a question of 

rely on 
to and fro 

do without 
bring back 
settle down 

child's play 

plug in 
out of stock 
hang on 
how are things 


involved in 
can't bear 
cratch up with 

bump into 

come across 
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c. f. these text lines: 


Dickens is regarded as one of England's greatest novelists. 1.3 
We managed to economise on heating because of the mild 1.17 
winter. 

I can do it for you, but I'm busy now. It's a question of 1.19 
time. 

A friend should be a person you can rely on. 1,23 

The school isn't far. The children walk to and fro twice a 1.33 
day. 

I can't do without a cup of coffee at ten o'clock. 1.44 

Can I borrow your car? I'll bring it back in an hour. 2.1 

Jane was unhappy at first, but she soon settled down in 2.4 


her new school. 

He thought the exercise was child's play but he made ten 2.17 
mistakes. 

You can plug in your radio over there by the bed. 2.17 

This shop sells ladders, but they're out of stock at present. 2.20 
"I'm going now." "Hang on a second. I'll come with you." 2.24 
"How are things at work these days, Fred?" "Not bad, 3.1 
thanks, Paul." 



He was involved in several dishonest affairs. 3.2 

I can't bear loud radios. 3.11 

I was ill last week so I've got a lot of work to catch up 3.17 
with. 

"Have you seen Ted lately?" "Yes. I bumped into him 3.21 
at the cinema last week." 

I came across your letter while I was tidying up my 3.22 

office. 
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Text One 


Blunders 


JtWl H ^nUMTCrfJ^ Jo^TUyj h-udcU-f'.^ 

Jb\o^-e/M>ar jbu*-rhJ?dt uo yin/ AyiTy 
.A-h.v'XUiA-t'^uyx.^^ ykJ^// - Sy^ UA}tLL 

i{y-i yriurol yo aJoJOy^ J>yK>n/ yyi-cL/'^ Jcc<y-nt.o/ 
A/^.y~oJvh ^ic/ Ju yxtJ^y^' yi-ai/^-cy Ui^a/ 
y'3 ^eiyOuA.n o/ yCt^ 

^ 0^u. ^uytt .aCouJ dUrU/UM/UlfdnJ //J7 

a. i.t/y ^^ijjyLLAy.-'XJd/b^JpyiJ^ did 

.SjUdOM-^, \Ju <Ad/u/ ^ yy^ I Adi! .AdiyiA, 

auu/'^JCi MkA ^ ^-.er^yud yo^ yM<A yyy ,A^ 
jUjoAA JA^ Jd iAr-Juayyy yyiyy^0<3yxj ddi 
jACdll'U'y. f'h Aagb^ 'A .^oa/ ^^xiy M/kcy\ A-c 
jLy\Jx> A '{'maxi'Uxi-t xmuv -ax A 
dtcioH''^. tl-i. A a A J.iioJ Aoo yx/?^i(A'<eu/dd 
JAj. rLoA. ouiA Ay AA'ieLy<.<^AA A-c AaA 
,-yl\/jMA>JiA xxo-t^ A A'-^A" J'Acly "Aoy.y i.t^xod 
jyQiyAox-f Acutx," Ax y?<XiA yCoAcy/ieAy'' 

''’/eoyc/uyio Aod ximf^ 

a/} A A^<iA yjA A/Ayr^r Ay <M</A(.A Ay-:> 
ymxA-oJu 

'Isoxyti Jd uoa^y C'C/yuOuA^xaUdr'y xx/^ 
Aio JjaxAii lAdCt-t/i OjkA yjeuMxi Q xKo -tytcxy/uv^i. 
Ao •CUt^dyA ^jo'X . Hx. A-AA A)XMX'CtW AaMX-^ 
Mriiikiya v/i/^ A^ax oruyKuAty kmAx/AAp l/^/ 
A<Myr > Aiyoxf\a AxoAA Ayy A-OvA^ -ayiA 

Ayx'Anya Ay XwAvuAA/l*, yAd-iAyA AAd CQxo> 
djA. <2uA-(!i<yr Akty, dijLtEj' A^xi-oly^'O A^^ '^AzrXXlri^ 


UJ'^ l/U’i-A'OX A/uy, diAAty ^Uyi-oli^'Q Ay 'OAlMXlri^ 

Ju ju-AAm! -jjmJJx AxArCir AA-dJ Am AAvaxA 

jnuAt Oi v'MXlMlA AA.i/i'Glxnr. A AayG<i ^plA 
^l^Hyn'Jlir^ Mi(yj ~^lUlA.j yi/W^ Aixoi UA'^ A-eA/OV. 
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Ted 

Bin 

Ted 


Bid 


Ted 


Bin 

Ted 


Bin 

Ted 


Bin 


Loyal Fans 

What did you think of the game. Bill? 

Dreadful! It was neither exciting nor skilful. 

I agree with you. Of course the weather didn't help. 
They'd hardly kicked off when it started to pelt 
with rain. Our team are useless in the mud, and they 5 
were off form anyway. 

Some of our team can't play football in either wet 
or dry conditions, and I've never seen them on form. 

I can't help laughing when I watch old Ford. Every 
time he gets the ball he either falls over or passes it to 10 
the opposition. I can't make out why they pick him. 

He's too old really. He'd already been playing in the 
team for about ten years when I became a supporter 
— and that was eight years ago. 

Evans isn't much better. He's not only too slow, he's 15 
scared to tackle as well. 

Yes, he's always afraid of getting injured. Neither 
Ford nor Evans is up to it. We need tv'vo new 
defenders and a new forward too. 

But the management is too mean to spend money 20 
either on new players or on improving the ground. 

Yes, that's true. The pitch is a disgrace. It isn't flat 
and the drains don't work. Every time it rains the 
pitch is covered with great puddles of water. 



What we need, Ted, is not only new players but a 25 
new manager and a new pitch as well. Then perhaps 
we could win promotion to the Third Division. 
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Betty 

Joan 


Betty 

Joan 


Betty 

Joan 

Betty 

Joan 


Linguistic Talent 

Why weren't you at the German class last night, 
Joan? Have you given up? 

Well, no... I came back late yesterday and found 
Simon asleep in the chair. He'd been writing reports 



again, so we gave the lesson a miss. 

You've missed quite a lot of lessons lately, haven't 
you? Are you losing your enthusiasm? 

Yes, I'm afraid so. Neither Simon nor I have a gift 
for languages. People just laugh at us when we 
attempt to speak German. How did you and Eric 
pick it up so quickly and easily? You've hardly been 
in Germany a month. 

It was neither quick nor easy, I assure you. We'd 
both studied the language before we came, and we 
only needed to brush it up a bit. 

Anyway, all our friends here speak English fluently 
so we don't really need to learn German. 

Well, Eric and I have been both learning and teaching 
languages for years and we enjoy it immensely. 

Well, keep it up! I'm all for teaching foreigners 
English, if it saves me the trouble of learning foreign 
languages myself. 
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Prepositions, Verbs, Phrases, Idioms 

c, f. these text lines: 


busy with We're too busy with our own work to help you. 1.5 

goon "What's going on? Is anything wrong?" 1,7 

engrossed in Malcolm was engrossed in a history book when I arrived. 1.12 

bump into He bumped into a chair as he walked across the dark room.1.14 

fall down/over He tripped and fell over. 1.15 

beg your pardon "I beg your pardon. I didn’t mean to interrupt you.” 1.17 

concentrate on If you concentrate on these points you will soon improve. 1.22 

pay attention to James never pays attention to what the teacher says. 1.23 



in anger He shouted in anger when the boy refused to do what 1.29 

he said. 

with horror He noticed with horror that the man had a gun. 1.30 

flee from The people fled from the invading army. 1.32 

agree with John never agrees with his brother about anything. 2.3 

pelt with rain "You can’t go yet. It's still pelting with rain ' 2.4 

off/on form When Andrews is off form the whole team plays badly. 2.6, 2.8 
can't help I'm so happy that I can't help singing. 2.9 

make out His writing is so bad that I can't make out a word. 2.11 

up to it You can't do this exercise. You're not up to it yet. 2.18 

covered with His clothes were covered with mud when he came in. 2.24 

worn out They were worn out after the long walk. 3.5 

give a miss "I'm tired. I’ll give the party a miss tonight." 3.6 

laugh at It's rude to laugh at people to their faces. 3.10 

brush up I must brush up rny French or I'll forget everything. 3.16 

keep it up Malcolm is working hard. I hope he can keep it up. 3.21 
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Text One 


Get Well Soon 




VJ-t- vJ e-fM 


VJ-t- ^ WjaQ.r ta^A_h. cx-Ke. bo^ 

'O Koi.f'3-<~' \ G^crvi-'J? 

tiA cr>-^-h. o-^xci O.^V>s«uJ:- Oj^Op^rv Sccjo It cJcXAO<'‘t- 

cCc-c-«rci.y^<^ t-o iJ'-c I-<! 

'oivi o-^<sl '’^ C-ck-Sa '-^C’u a_'fcKi<rAX^$ 

.frr>~-. cpero>,o^S 3(5 vi< Vof^ ^c>^^'41 Co<M!, 

O-^xei ucxtS^ '-oW^lja 0.5 StTC’'\ o.5> 

^ou Vxi-^AL -Onov^^V to -tr^io-e-t 

St'Xrl'Ccl uieO^i ^ '^oSt 

O-CO-VoV^IN-y^i ^,Ck■Js»T^^ tv. <■> t\fV. t>o 

cVirv^^ fe>oa. toK_vle. “Vi-c^cr'S cxJ (..i<5(-< 

0-*^ S^bvT^’S ci_t Sc_i\c.ol \ Kjx UovjSjI 

Cutset pjiOjCiL^^-k-uJ Gol ti-vOU-t Ro^'k^ V—UeJiJ^ V\.e 

c)ojj.on'b o^ec'r tuD to SC>ioo\_ ^ oa K;j 2 , C<in>roj^^ 

K<a ‘^x^f^aj‘5 tJ-.^t-€_ \<%- mco-v-^^^ 

'xfl_*^Wfe>o>a.r PcOtji'V K.t^ Co .Sc-^oi , to^e-YVv<r L.;i^tl^. 
kj3,r t-kl-e. I 0-^<^ • ^O to tktt.- Sc-Koot to 

ttLia^ tknrri Ko'^-...c a^(x,ox- 

1^ u>e, \_tJ-foJ, a U-H{_a. KOAXtr , v.n><£. 'vOo'-»-icJ C-3 
bo ko<3Sfx>ejJ bo Sec t 

kno^ lOe'At W tjcr\A, IxtJoi- Sii-^cJ S 

Vv^S Loo^ Cx^cl tOiS^^S K^£,.0'J-<a.>‘^ . 

Ck^U. LocHtOv^^ _p ori-.:> 0 ,rcJ to .Koxj^r^.-r> .j^ro-v. 
ijet.-* c^„r^o^ Sec-i-^c^ So^n 


koV'6 pj. loje. 
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Mike 


Mum 


Mike 


Mum 


Mike 


Service, please 

Mum, I'm in a terrible hurry. Can I have my lunch 
right away? We're going to Shaldon for a game of 
golf. The boys are picking me up at one o'clock, and 
I've promised to be ready on time. Gosh, it's twenty 
to one already! Is that clock right? 

No, it's ten minutes fast. It's not quite half past 
twelve yet. But it doesn't make any difference ~ I've 
just put our lunch in the oven and it won't be ready 
for more than half an hour. 

Mmm! It smells marvellous! is it ham and egg pie? 

1 can't wait for that now though. Put some by for 
me and I'll have it this evening. What can I have 
straight away? I'm starving. 

I can make you a mushroom omelette in five 
minutes or you can have what's left of this pork pie. 
It looks a bit stale, though — try a bit first. 



cheese and tomatoes. It's not much of a lunch but 
at least I'll be ready in time. 

I'm used to your racing in and out and expecting a 
meal within five minutes, but this is not a restaurant 
with a 24 hour service and I'm not a magician. You 
just have to take pot luck, if you can't make your 
arrangements in advance and give me some warning 
of your movements. 

Well, it's a rotten restaurant and I'm going to 
complain to the manager. If 1 die of food poisoning, 
they'll put you in prison for years. 
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Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Jones 
Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 


Mrs. Jones 
Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 


The Season of Change 

Good evening, Mrs. Jones. It's become quite chilly 
all of a sudden, hasn't it? 

Yes, I think the summer is over at last and winter's 
on the way. 

The nights are certainly drawing in. It gets dark soon 5 
after tea-time now. I suppose we'll be lighting the 
fires again in a few weeks. 

I'm really looking forward to sitting by a blazing 
coal fire again. I don't mind the winter nights as 
long as the house is cosy and warm, and I adore the 10 
crisp, fresh autumn air. 

So do I. I much prefer autumn and winter to 
summer. I can't stand the heat. Do you remember 
that heat-wave we had in July? It got so hot that 
I couldn't go to sleep at night and the milk turned is 
sour before you could put it in the fridge. 

I used to love the summer, but now I'm growing 
older I like it less and less. 

Well, we're all getting older; there's no doubt about 
that. The summers seem to flash past faster and 20 

faster every year. 

Have you noticed the old oak trees in the lane? The 
leaves have turned yellow already. They look quite 
beautiful. 

When the leaves change colour, everyone says how 25 
beautiful they look. My hair was yellow once and 
now it's going grey, but no one says it looks 
beautiful any more. 

Never mind, Mrs. Smith. The trees will be losing 

their leaves in a few weeks. At least you aren't going 30 

bald. 



Prepositions, 

out and about 
recover from 
accustomed to 
object to 
on the contrary 
pray for 
right away 
straight away 


gosh 

fast/slow 

make a differ¬ 
ence 

put by 


left of 
pot luck 

make arrange¬ 
ments 
in advance 
die of 

all of a sudden 
draw in 
prefer to 
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c. f. these text lines: 
He's very old but he still gets out and about. 1.3 

He's recovered from his cold. He'll be at work on Monday. 1.5 

I'm not accustomed to working on Sundays. 1.10 

I object to people talking to me when I am working. 1.14 

He's not rich. On the contrary he's quite poor. 1.14 

People all over the world are praying for peace. 1.21 

"Please come and help me right away." 2.2 

They collected the money and left straight away. 2.13 



"Look at her!" "Gosh! I've never seen such a tall girl. " 2.4 

"It's one o'clock." "No, your watch is (you're! slow. It's 2.6 
ten past." 

We told him not to do it, but it made no difference. 2.7 


I told the salesman to put the suit by for me until next 2.11 
week. 



We haven't booked seats. We'll take pot luck at the 2.23 

theatre. 

Have you made arrangements for your holiday yet? 2.23 

I booked our table a week in advance at this restaurant. 2.24 
People still die of hunger in many parts of the world. 2.27 
All of a sudden he jumped up and ran out. 3.2 

The nights begin to draw in at the end of August. 3.5 

James prefers tennis to football. 3.12 
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Topic: A New Motorway 

For some years now work has been in progress on a 
new motorway connecting the heavily-populated 
industrial Midlands to the holiday resorts on the 
coasts of South-West England. The general increase 
in traffic density, and in particular the mass migra¬ 
tion of holiday-makers who flock to the south every 
July and August in search of a fortnight's peace at 
the seaside, has strained the old road system beyond 
its limits. Car drivers frequently have to endure 
hours of waiting in long queues of vehicles before 
finally crawling to their destinations. 



Some sections of the new motorway are already 
in use, and soon half of this much-needed stretch 
of tarmac will be open to traffic. Before the end of 
next year, the numerous construction gangs engaged 
in this work will have completed the entire project; 
and at last there will be peace for the inhabitants of 
the countless villages and small towns along the 
narrow, winding old roads. The new road will have 
freed them for ever from the constant, deafening 
roar of high-powered engines, and from the air 
pollution caused by dense exhaust fumes. 

The completion of the road will be a relief even 
to the workmen. Some of them will have been work¬ 
ing on the project for over seven years by the time 
they have finished. 
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A Dog's Life 

Ted I hear you're finally retiring at the end of the year. 

Bill. What will you do with yourself when you've 
stopped work? 

Bill Absolutely nothing. I'll have been working for this 

company non-stop for forty years by the end of 5 
October, and I reckon I deserve a complete rest. 

Ted Forty years! You'll have seen a lot of changes in 

that time, I imagine. 

Bill Yes, and most of the changes have only made things 

worse. I used to be proud of my work; but how can 10 
you take a pride in what you're doing when every 
two or three years they put a new manager with 
new-fangled ideas in charge of the factory — and he 
tells you what you've been doing is all wrong? 

Ted Why have you stayed on all these years then. Bill? 

Bill Well, it's the same thing wherever you go. However 

well you do your job, you don't get on in any firm 
unless you're a friend of the manager's — and the 
present manager has certainly been no friend of 
mine. 

Ted Nonsense! You're exaggerating. Bill. They don't 

promote you, whoever you know, if you're in¬ 
efficient. 

Bill Rubbish! What about that young chap Dart? He's an 

assistant manager already and he's completely in¬ 
competent. He's only there because he's a relative of 
the managing director's. They'll probably make him 
a director soon! 

Ted By the sound of it you won't be sorry to leave. 

Bill No I won't, but it'll be no better at home. Instead 

of the manager giving me stupid orders, my wife will 
be telling me off all day long. 


30 



Text Three 


Programme 11 


44 


Janet 

Mike 

Janet 


Mike 


Janet 


Mike 


Janet 

Mike 

Janet 

Mike 


Janet 

Mike 


A Sobering Thought 

I've just come across an old photograph-album of my 
mother's in this drawer. Come and have a look, Mike. 
Gosh! Is this a picture of you as a baby? You were 
quite cute then. It's a shame you've grown up. 

Don't be nasty! Look, here's a photo of my sister 
Paula when she was still in the fourth form at school. 
That's an old boyfriend of hers beside her. 

She looks a bit young for boyfriends, but I suppose 
she takes after you — you always used to have a 
different boyfriend whenever I saw you in those 
days. 

Look who's talking! I remember looking through 
some of your old photos a while ago and 1 found a 
whole collection of pictures of different girlfriends 
of yours. 

Look! Here's an old photo of your mother. Didn't 
she look like you then? 



Yes, everyone says we're very alike. 

What a ridiculous hat she's wearing. 

It's not ridiculous at all. It was the height of fashion 
then. 

Something has just occurred to me — if your mother 
looked like you twenty years ago, you'll probably 
look just like her in twenty years' time... 

So? 

So ... er... well... Look, a picture of young David! 
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in progress 
on the coast 


increase in 
in particular 
at the seaside 
in use 
engaged in 
free from 
for ever 
a dog's life 

proud of 
take pride in 
in charge of 
stay on 
get on 
tell off 
grow up 
take after 
look who's 
talking 
look through 

look like 
occur to 


c. f. these text lines: 
Discussions on the matter are still in progress. 1.1 

He lives in a small town on the coast. 1.3 



I've had two increases in salary this year. 1.4 

England imports a lot of wine, French wine in particular. 1.5 
We all spent the day at the seaside. 1.8 

The new offices are ready but they aren't in use yet. 1.13 
How long have you been engaged in this work? 1.15 

After the exams we went on holiday free from cares. 1.20 
I'm 64. Next year I'll finish work for ever. 1.20 

I'm leading a dog's life - all work and worry, and no 2.0 
fun at all. 

Andy is very proud of his two sons. 2.10 

Good workmen take a pride in their work. 2.11 

Ask Mr. Jenkins. He's in charge of this project. 2.13 

It was late, but we stayed on for an hour. 2.15 

He worked hard and got on quickly in the new firm. 2.17 
The boss told Bill off for working so slowly. 2.32 

Children are always in a hurry to grow up. 3.4 

She never stops talking. She takes after her mother. 3.9 
"You're late." "Look who's talking! I waited an hour 3.12 
for you last time." 

if you look through those books you'll find what you 3.12 
want. 

You look just like your father when you smile. 3.17 

I didn't ask John, because the idea didn't occur to me. 3.22 
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Topic; North Sea Oil 

As the summer draws to a close, the oil companies 
remain optimistic about the prospects of oil flowing 
ashore from new rigs in their North Sea fields before 
their target dates next autumn. Assuming no un¬ 
expected snags arise, they will accomplish their aim. 5 
They have settled disputes and strikes among the 
men and overcome various technical and political 
problems; but recently the elements have caused 
the worst hold-ups. Abnormally high seas and howling 



gales have prevented engineers from lifting essential 
heavy equipment into position on the production plat¬ 
forms erected off the Scottish coast, if this spell of 
exceptional weather continues throughout the autumn, 
it will be necessary to stop work until next spring, for 
the oilmen know from experience that major opera- 
/ tions are impossible in the winter months owing to the 
stormy seas. They are confident, however, that they 
will achieve their object, provided the weather breaks 
for just one day during the next few weeks. 

The British Government is also eager for the 
timely completion of these operations. Britain's 
economic position will deteriorate, many think, 
unless revenue from the oil rescues her from her 
continuing balance of payments problems. 


15 


20 
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Jane 

Patrick 

Jane 

Patrick 

Jane 

Patrick 

Jane 

Patrick 

Jane 

Patrick 

Jane 

Patrick 

Jane 

Patrick 


A Lonely Job 

Wherever have you been, Patrick? I haven't seen you 
for months. Someone said you'd emigrated. 

Whoever told you that? I've been working on a 
weather research station on the Isle of Collett. 

Where on earth is that? 5 

It's a lump of rock about 100 miles north-west of 
Ireland. 

Whatever did you do to pass the time? 

Fortunately I had my university thesis to work on. 

If I hadn't had a pile of work to do, I'd have gone 10 
off my head. 

Was there anything else to do? 

Well, if you were a bird watcher, it would be a 
paradise; but whenever I got tired of studying, I 
could only walk round the island — and that took is 
me less than twenty minutes. 

How ever did you stand it? If I'd been in your 
shoes I'd have taken the first boat back to civilisation. 
Well, I needed some information from my research 
there, and they paid me, so I saved some money. 20 
Now I can have a short holiday before I start look¬ 
ing for a job. 

Have you finished your Ph.D. already? 1 thought you 
had another year to do. 

No, time flies, you know. As long as they don't 2s 

reject my thesis. I'll be leaving for London next week. 

If I were you. I'd go off to the Mediterranean or 
somewhere before starting work. 

No thanks. I'll stay in London. I've had enough of 
the sea for a while. 


30 
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Ted 

Bin 

Ted 


Bin 


Ted 


Bin 


Ted 

Bin 

Ted 


Bin 


Loyal Fans 

Hello, Bill. Are you ready yet? 

Oh, come in, Ted. Is it two o'clock already? I haven't 
finished my lunch yet, but I won't be long. 

We'll miss the kick-off unless you hurry. 



won't really be a tragedy, will it? I don't suppose 
the game will be worth watching anyway. 

Probably not. But I bet if we arrive five minutes 
late they'll score the only goal of the game before 
we get there. 

And if we arrived early, they wouldn't score any 
goals at all. I don't know why we persist in going to 
watch them every other Saturday. 

We wouldn't know what to do if we didn't go, 
would we? 

They're bound to lose again, unless there's a miracle. 
1 don't know. They've dropped old Ford and picked 
that youngster, Wade, in his place. Perhaps they'll 
win, if they strike form. 

If they strike their usual form, they'll lose five-nil 
against this team. They've already lost at home twice 
this season... But let's get a move on, we'll be late. 
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c. f. these text lines: 


draw to a close The meeting finally drew to a close at six o'clock. 1.1 

optimistic about Bill is never optimistic about his team's chances. 1.2 

prevent from The rain won't prevent Ted from going to the match. 1.10 

in (to) position The officials are in position, so the match may begin. 1.11 

off (the coast) The Isle of Wight is just off (the coast of) Southern 1.12 

England. 


owing to Many people had to walk to work owing to the bus strike. 1.16 



eager for We were eager for lunch after our long walk. 1.20 

rescue from The children were rescued from the burning house. 1.24 



go off (my) head "Stop that noise, or I'll go off my head." 2.11 

in (your) shoes "My exams start tomorrow." "I'd hate to be in your shoes." 2.18 

time flies "How time flies! We've been in Harpole for six months 2.25 

already." 

take a seat He took a seat in the waiting room. 3.5 

persist in "He persists in coming late, although I keep telling him 3.12 

not to." 

bound to "Take your umbrella. It's bound to rain again soon." 3.16 

I don't know "She must be 60." "Oh, I don't know. I'd have said 3.17 

early fifties." 

lose to/against Arsenal lost to Liverpool last week. 3.21 
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Text One 

The Comparison Game 

Letters to the Editor 
Sir: 

Society has always been faster, stronger or more 
competitive, but in this skilful than his classmates, 
century life is perhaps Our jobs, our posses- 30 
more competitive than in sions and even the areas 
5 any previous era. We are in which we live become 
taught, almost from birth, a matter of competition, 
to compare ourselves in We make out that our 
mind and body with the jobs and possessions are 35 
people around us. Even somehow better or more 
10 as children we are already desirable than other 
intent on showing that we people's, and we claim 
are not merely different that our country, town 
from our fellows but in or village is the best, the 40 
some way superior to biggest, the most friendly 
15 them. School life is an or the most civilised in 
eternal competition; every the world. Are we interest- 
day each child tries to ed in proving our super- 
prove that he is more iority — or is it that we 45 
intelligent than the next take a sadistic delight in 
20 child, and every term proving that some poor 
marks are added up to fellow being is inferior to 
find the best as well as us? 
the worst child in the 

class. On the sports field 'Concerned', 50 

25 the process continues; the Tunbridge Wells 

child now strives to* 
demonstrate that he is 
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Mrs. Jones 
Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Johes 

Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 


Mrs. Jones 


More Gossip 

Hello, Mrs. Smith. Any news? 

Nothing much. It's been so cold that I haven't been 
outside for a week. I do hate the cold. 

Yes, it's best to stay indoors in such beastly weather. 
You noticed that the new people have arrived at 
number thirty-five though, surely. 

Yes, I did notice that. But I haven't met them yet. 

I called on them yesterday. They seemed such nice 
people at first — but now I'm not so sure. 

Really? Why? 

Well, they're from London, and they think it's the 
only place in the world worth talking about. The wife 
made some very catty remarks about this area. 
Londoners always think they're better than other 
people, but I always find them less cultured. What 
does she look like? 

Quite young and pretty, but she does wear a lot of 
make-up, and she certainly dyes her hair. Perhaps she 
isn't as young as she looks. 

Anyway I don't want to mix with people like that. I 
knew they would be snobs when I saw that huge car. 
Surely they don't need such a big one. 

No... still, my husband says it's four years old and it 
probably cost less than ours second-hand; and ours is 
certainly as fast as theirs. 

My husband would never buy a car like that. It uses so 
much petrol you can hardly afford to run it. But 
surely your car is four years old too, Mrs. Jones. Our 
car is the newest of the three. 

It certainly isn't. Ours is the same age as yours... 
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Pete 


John 


Pete 

John 


Pete 


John 


Pete 


A New Competition 


I'm fed up with studying and exams. I've a good 
mind to give up everything, become a drop-out and 
join a hippie group somewhere. 



could forget about the cost of living, the price of 
houses, keeping up with the neighbours and all the 
rest of it. Shall we go and live on the beach at 
St. Ives? 

Can't we look for a warmer climate? Anyway I'd 
like to go further away than that. 

Well, it does get a bit cold and damp in St. Ives. 
Let's hitch-hike across Europe and find some lovely 
lonely island in the farthest corner of the Mediter¬ 
ranean. We can start our own hippie colony there. 
Great idea! We'll create a society with no exams and 
with no competitions to see who can make the most 
money and build the most luxurious house and drive 
around in the most expensive car. 

Yes... We'll start a new competition to see who can 
live with the least money, the fewest possessions and 
the smallest house. 

You can't get away from competitions of some sort, 
can you, John? 
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Prepositions, Verbs, Phrases, Idioms 

c. f. these text lines: 

intent on The government is intent on keeping prices down. 1.11 

different from Londoners aren't really very different from other 1.12 

English people. 



add up My wife writes long lists of figures, then asks me to 1.21 

add them up. 



as well as He's wearing a coat as well as a pullover. 1.22 

strive to The police strove hard to keep the crowds back. 1.26 

a matter of "Please hurry! It's a matter of life and death!" 1.33 

make out He always makes out that he's got no money. 1.34 

take a delight in Mrs. Smith takes a delight in gossiping. 1.46 

Gallon Our representative will call on you in your home. 2.8 

mix with Mr. Williams is good at mixing with his party guests. 2.20 

run a car It is cheaper to run a small car than a big one. 2.27 

fed up with "You're really fed up with your job, aren't you?" 3.1 

a good mind to "Yes, I've a good mind to tell the boss what I think of it." 3.1 

sick of "I'm sick of listening to Bill's complaints." 3.4 

keep up with Wages don't always keep up with inflation. 3.6 

get away from It would be nice to get away from all our problems. 3.22 
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Text One 



Topic: Flats in the Clouds 

Blocks of “high-rise" flats have been erected 
in large numbers in London and in many 
other big cities. Just after the Second World 
War these immense twenty-to-thirty storey 
buildings, hundreds of feet in height, were 5 
thought to be the ideal solution to the dual 
problem of acute housing shortage and lack 
of space in urban areas. At first, the ultra¬ 
modern apartments were much sought after 
by city-dweilers, and hundreds of the vast 10 
blocks had been built before anyone began 
to doubt that they were suitable places for 
people, children especially, to live in. A well- 
known British architect, who personally 
designed many of these buildings, now 15 

believes that they may well have inflicted a 
great deal of suffering on those people who 
have been housed in them, and evidence has 
been amassed by sociologists which suggests 
that severe loneliness and deep depression are 20 
brought about by life within these great 
towers. Some psychologists even maintain 
that an unduly large proportion of their 
inhabitants suffer from mental disorders and 
develop criminal tendencies. 25 

As a result of the recent queries, plans for 
new high-rise blocks are being scrapped. They 
are going to be replaced by so-called "low- 
rise" blocks, at most six storeys high. 
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Andy 


Charles 


Andy 

Charles 

Andy 


Charles , 

Andy 

Charles 

Andy 

Charles 

Andy 


The New Pool 

Have they finished work on your new swimming- 
pool yet, Charles? When I passed by yesterday, it 
was being filled with water, wasn't it? 

That's right. We had our first swim in it this 
morning. The concrete path around it is going to be 
widened, but everything will have been completed 
before the end of the week. 

You must be pleased. How long is it? 

It's only 25 feet long and 15 feet wide, but that's 
big enough to cool down in, isn't it? 

And to get a spot of exercise in. If you normally 
swim twenty lengths in a big pool, you can get the 
same benefit if you swim up and down forty or 
fifty times in a small one, can't you? 

Yes, but I'm hardly aiming at getting into the 
Olympic team, am I? 

How deep is it? You can't dive into it, can you? 

Oh yes you can! It's eight feet in depth at one end. 
The diving-board will be installed tomorrow. By the 
way, we're holding a swimming party on Sunday, if 
it's not too cold. You will come, won't you? 

I'd love to come, but I'm not much of a swimmer, 
and I can barely dive at all. I'll probably drown. 
Well, I'm hardly the world's best swimmer myself. 
Anyway there'll be plenty to drink. 

Good. I'd rather drown in beer than in water. 
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Bill 

Ted 

Bill 

Ted 

Bin 

Ted 

Bill 

Ted 

Bill 

Ted 

Bill 

Ted 

Bill 

Ted 


Out of Luck 

I suppose you heard about that great chunk of 
concrete falling onto a car in South Street yester¬ 
day, didn't you, Ted? 

Yes, I saw it in the paper. From a two hundred and fifty 
foot high building, wasn't it? I gather the driver had 5 
just got out or he'd have been killed, wouldn't he? 

Oh yes. I saw the car; it was a complete wreck. 

You usually park your car around there, don't you. 

Bill? 

Yes, I left it in that very spot a couple of days-ago, 10 
but yesterday it was parked up the road a bit. 

You were in luck then, weren't you. Bill? 

Out of luck, you mean! I'd be very pleased if my old 
car were smashed to bits. I could claim from the 
insurance company then, couldn't I? 15 

But you used to be so proud of your car, didn't you. 
Bill? 

I used to be years ago, but now there are all sorts of 
repairs to be done, and I just haven't got enough 
spare cash to put it right. 20 

You can always sell it, can't you. Bill? 

Few people are stupid enough to buy a car in that 
state, are they? 

The chap whose car was crushed yesterday was very 
annoyed about it. He'll be given a new car by the 25 
builders, though. 

Yes, but his car was a specially-built model that 
can't be replaced, and there was hardly anything 
wrong with it, was there? 

Well, that's life! When people actually want to get 30 
rid of their cars, this sort of thing seldom happens, 
does it? 
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Verbs, Phrases, Idioms 

c. f. these text lines: 

They didn t ISke Harpole at first, but now they're quite 1.8 
happy. 


Some old cars are much sought after by enthusiasts. 1.9 

War always inflicts pain and suffering on innocent people. 1.16 



bring about The snow and ice brought about a number of accidents. 1.21 

suffer from I often suffer from headaches. 1-24 

as a result of The plans were changed as a result of his complaint. 1.26 

at most I've been to the cinema twice in four years, or at most 1.29 

three times. 

pass by Look in and see me next time you pass by. 2.2 



fill with He filled his pockets with money and ran off. 2.3 

cooldown The soup is too hot to eat, but it'll soon cool down. 2.10 

a spot of "I can't see you tonight. I've got a spot of work to do." 2.11 

up and down He walked up and down the room while he thought. 2.13 

aim at Malcolm is aiming at winning a scholarship. 2.15 

hear about I haven't heard about your new job yet. Tell me about it. 3.1 

out of luck He fished for hours, but he was out of luck. 3.13 

put right "My watch isn't working. Can you put it right?" 3.20 

annoyed (with) He was very annoyed with mju about the letter you 3.25 

...about wrote. 


Prepositions, 

at first 

sought after 
inflict on 
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Text One 


Back to School 


35 Manor Road, 
Harpole, 
Portsmouth, 
l6th September 

Dear Mr. Harrison, 

Jamie is coming back to school on Monday and my husband 
has asked me to explain the situation to you, Jamie has 
recovered from his bout of bronchitis now, but the doctor 
told us to keep him home for a few more days to be on the 
safe side. We hope he hasn’t missed anything important 
since term began. 

We would like to ask you to watch over him for a while 
and not to let him take part in games or gymnastics for 
a week. This is on the doctor’s advice - I enclose a 
note from him, Jamie is so keen on games that he will 
try to play before he is fit enough, unless someone keeps 
an eye on him. 

We have provided him with all the clothes on the list 
except the red athletics vests and the blue shorts. He 
has already grown out of last year’s pair, but we only 
discovered this yesterday and the local shop doesn't have 
any in stock, I shall get some next week and forward 
them by post. 

We were very pleased that Jamie took to boarding-school 
life so well in his first year, and we trust he will 
continue to be happy. We are both very grateful to you 
for being so helpful last year, and we look forward to 
having another talk with you at the parent-teacher 
meeting next month. 

Yours sincerely, 


10 


15 


20 


25 
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Text Two 

Mrs. Jones 


Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 
Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 


A Little More Gossip 


I hear that the new people at number thirty-five send 
their boy to a private boarding-school instead of the 
local school. What snobs they are! 



They are, aren't they? I wouldn't dream of sending 
my little boy away to some strange institution for s 
months on end every year. I think it's cruel. 

It is, isn't it? It would break my heart every term. 

And the thing is that these private schools are often 
not as good as free state schools. 

They aren't, are they? My nephew only went to his lo 
local grammar school and he's just been awarded a 
scholarship to study classics at Oxford. 

The Williams only send their boy away for the sake of 
appearances. They just like to show off. 

Yes,they do, don't they? Of course, some people say 15 
that a boarding-school education is good for children 
because it teaches them to have confidence in them¬ 
selves and they learn to be less dependent on their 
parents... But I think it only turns them into snobs. 

It does, doesn't it? Still, I don't know what I'll do 20 
with my Trevor next year. I don't want him to go to 
that big new school. The children of all the commonest 
people in the area go there. 

Well, they're closing all the old schools. If you don't 
like the new state school, you'll just have to pay to 25 
send him to a private school, won't you? 
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The Cost of Appearances 


Mrs. Williams 

Mr. Williams 
Mrs. Williams 
Mr. Williams 

Mrs. Williams 
Mr. Williams 

Mrs. Williams 
Mr. Williams 


Mrs. Williams 
Mr. Williams 


We really must buy some new clothes for Jamie. His 
best trousers are too small for him now, and most of 
his other pairs are not fit to be worn in public. 

What about those nice brown trousers we bought for 
him in the spring? 

He ripped a hole in those while he was climbing up 
a tree in the garden last month. 

1 told him not to wear decent clothes while he was 
playing about. I'll teach him to take more notice of 
what I say. 

Oh, leave him alone. You keep ordering him to do 
this and do that. He's almost afraid to move. 

Well, he's got to learn to behave properly sometime. 
Anyway you've got a sewing-machine and a pair of 
scissors. Why don't you mend them, and alter some 
of his other trousers to fit him? 

Certainly not. You can't send a boy to a good-class 
school in patched-up trousers. 

All right then, but we'll be broke by the end of the 
month at this rate. We've still got to get him some 
new pyjamas, a pair of blue shorts and those red 
vests. Heaven only knows why he has to wear red 
vests. People will think he's joining the Labour Party 
or something. 

Don't be silly. I'm more worried about his maths 
not improving than about the colour of his shirts. 
And I'm more worried about paying the bills. 
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Prepositions, Verbs, Phrases, Idioms 



recover from He never recovered from the shock of his wife's death. 1.3 

on the safe side We leave at ten, but come at nine to be on the safe side. 1.5 

watch over Small children must be watched over carefully. 1.7 

take part in Do you want to take part in the race? 1.8 

keep an eye on Keep an eye on my sweater while I go and buy a paper. 1.12 

provide with If you work for us, we'll provide you with a car. 1.13 



grow out of Children grow out of their clothes very quickly. 1.15 

take to I like the new neighbour, but I didn't take to his wife. 1.19 

grateful to...for I was very grateful to him for his help. 1.21 

wouldn't dream James wouldn't dream of studying instead of playing 2.4 

of tennis. 

for the sake of For the sake of peace and quiet I didn't argue with him. 2.13 

show off He loves to show off in his noisy fast car. 2.14 

confidence in You must have confidence in your own ability. 2.17 

dependent on He's 24 years old, but he is still dependent on his father. 2.18 

turn into When ice melts, it turns into water. 2.19 

take notice of I gave him some good advice, but he took no notice of it. 3.9 

broke "I spent all my money last night. I'm broke now." 3.19 

heaven (only) "Heaven knows what will happen to me now." 3.22 

knows 
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Text One 


English Games: Squash 

Squash is another of those peculiarly English bail 
games. It was once confined to Britain and her 
colonies and played almost exclusively by members 
of the upper classes, but it must now be one of the 
world's fastest-growing sports, for the number of 
participants has increased three or fourfold in the 
last few years, and new courts are springing up in 
almost every corner of the world. 

The court consists of a square room in which two 
players, equipped with rackets similar in shape to 
tennis rackets, have to strike a small rubber ball. 
When a player strikes the ball, it may rebound from 
any of the four walls, but it must strike the front 
wall of the room before it touches the ground. His 
opponent then has to hit the ball in his turn. The 
ball must not bounce on the floor more than once 
before each player hits it; if a player fails to return 
the ball to the front wall or to hit the ball before it 
bounces twice, he loses the point. 

One advantage of the game is that, since the 
court is covered, you don't have to rely on the 
weather. Moreover you needn't be a great athlete 
and it isn't necessary to possess exceptional co¬ 
ordination to play the game competently. At top 
level players have to be extremely fit and talented, 
but the average person can get good exercise and 
enjoy himself thoroughly even at his first attempt. 
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Felix 

Gerry 

Felix 

Gerry 

Felix 


Gerry 


Felix 


Gerry 

Felix 

Gerry 

Felix 

Gerry 

Felix 


Gerry 


Weight Problem 

Did you have a good game, Gerry? 

Splendid, but I'm dead beat now. I've got to sit 
down and have a rest, a cigarette and a drink. 

How long have you been playing? 

Only about 40 minutes, but I'm all in. 

That's what I like about squash. You get more 
exercise in half an hour than you get in two hours 
from any other sport, and you enjoy yourself in the 
process. Of course I don't play myself now... 

I must be losing weight. I've played three times this 
week and I reckon I've sweated off a couple of 
pounds each time. 

Yes, but how many beers do you have after the 
game? I always find I'm so thirsty after playing golf 
that I've got to drink two or three pints — and then 
I put on all the weight I lost during the round. 

I suppose you're right. My waistline isn't getting any 
better. I'm only kidding myself really. 

Who did you play with? 

That chap Ted Sykes. And I managed to beat him 
for the first time. 

Did you? You must be improving. They say he's 
good enough for the club second team. 

Do they? Perhaps there's a chance for me then. 

Have another beer on me. You haven't got to go 
yet, have you? 

Well, I can't stay long. We're having dinner with 
some friends tonight, and Gertie will be wild if I'm 
late. Still, there's no need to rush; I'll have one 
more. 

Good! 
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Mike 

Mum 


Mike 

Mum 

Mike 

Mum 


Mike 

Mum 

Mike 

Mum 

Mike 

Mum 

Mike 


Orders 

Do you think I can borrow the car tonight. Mum? 
No, you can t. Your father and I will be using it. 
We're going to the annual general meeting at the 
bridge club. 

But they aren't holding the meeting tonight. 

Aren't they? How do you know? 

I heard Dad telling Mr. Jones it had been postponed 
for a month. 

Well, he didn't mention it to me. If that's the case 
you can use the car, but you're not to cram it with 
too many of your friends again. There must have 
been eight or nine of you in it last week. You'll 
spoil the upholstery, and besides it's against the law. 
Weil Pete's car had broken down, so ours was the 
only one available. Anyway there are only seven of 
us this week. 

That car's only meant to take five people. You are 
not to go far in it, or you'll break the springs. 

We're only going to a party at Topsham. I'll drive 
slowly and gently. 

Another of those parties! You're to be home at mid¬ 
night, or your father and I will be worried to death 
that you've had a crash. 

Mum, the party will hardly have started by mid¬ 
night. Just go to sleep and forget about me. 

If you re late in, you are not to make a noise... 

And you're not to drink any alcohol or the police 
will stop you and you'll lose your licence. 

For god's sake. Mum, you must think I'm 9 years 
old, not 19 ! 
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confined to 
(ten)fold 

spring up 
consists of 
equipped with 
at top level 


dead beat 
ail in 

in the process 
lose/put on 
weight 

kid (your)self 

on (me) 

cram with 
against the law 
break down 
for god's sake 


c. f. these text lines: 
The bad weather confined the campers to their tents. 1.2 

The population of Britain increased tenfold in a few 1.6 

hundred years. 

New towns sprang up everywhere m the nineteenth century.1.7 
The flat consists of 5 rooms and 2 bathrooms. 1.9 

In most countries the police are equipped with guns. 1.10 

After talks at top level, the agreement was signed. 1.24 



"We walked all the way here." "You must be dead beat 2.2 
then." 


"We walked all the way here." "You must be dead beat 2.2 
then." 

"I'm off to bed. I'm all in." 2.5 

He broke three glasses and cut his hand in the process. 2.8 
He soon put on weight when he stopped playing 2.10, 2.16 
football. 

"He thinks he's a good player, but he's only kidding 2.18 
himself." 

"How much do I owe you?" "Nothing. The meal is 2.25 

on me." 

Every cupboard in the house was crammed with clothes. 3.10 
It's against the law to make a lot of noise at night. 3.13 

I did it by hand because the machine broke down. 3.14 

"For god's sake be quiet. I'm trying to read." 3.29 
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Text One 

Bedtime Story 

Mike Are you ready, David? Right: The Lost Coin. 

'One afternoon just before Christmas an old gentle¬ 
man was wandering through the city centre. The 
gaily-illuminated shops were packed with good 
things and crowded with cheerful shoppers. The 
children were gazing in wonder at all the toys on 
display in the windows, and the old man was 
surveying the happy scene indulgently. Suddenly in 
the middle of the throng he spotted a dirty little 
boy sitting on the pavement, weeping bitterly. When 
the kind old man asked him why he was crying, the 
little boy told him that he had lost a tenpenny 
piece that his uncle had given him. Thrusting his 
hand into his pocket, the old man pulled out a 
handful of coins. He picked out a shiny, new ten- 
penny piece and handed it to the child. "Thank you 
very much, said the little boy, and, drying his eyes, 
he cheered up at once. 

An hour or so later the old man was making his 
way back home by the same route. To his astonish¬ 
ment he saw the same dirty little boy in precisely 
the same spot, crying just as bitterly as before. He 
went up to the boy and asked him if he had lost the 
ten pence he had given him as well. The little boy 
told him that actually he had not lost the second 
coin, but he still could not find his first ten pence, 
"if I could find my own ten pence," he said tear¬ 
fully, "I'd have twenty pence now."' 

Did you like that?... Janet, he's asleep! 
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Christmas Preparations 


Mr. Wiiliams 


Mrs. Williams 


Mr. Williams 


Mrs. Williams 


Mr. Williams 


Mrs. Williams 


Mr. Williams 
Mrs. Williams 


Mr. Williams 


I rn nearly ready for Christmas now. I've sent off all 
my Christmas cards except one, and I've bought all 
my presents apart from yours. Have you sent out 
the invitations to our party yet? 

Not yet. I'll send them out tomorrow. Just look at 
the list again to make sure we haven't forgotten any¬ 
one. 

We're inviting just about everybody in the street, 
except for the Jones family. It sqems a bit rude, but 
to tel! the truth I can't stand that woman. 

Well, she s so ill-mannered. Last time she came here 
she left without saying a word. And apart from that 
she tells such lies about us. She never stops running 
us down to the neighbours. 

That's settled then. We won't invite them. By the 
way I met Pat O'Dowd last night and he told me 
he'd be leaving for Ireland next week. He said he 
was sorry he would miss our party but he might see ’ 
us at the Rushtons' New Year party. 

What a pity! He's so lively at parties... Oh, I saw 
some gorgeous Christmas trees on sale in the High 
Street but I didn t have time to ask how much they 
were. 

I m sure they're much too expensive. 

Well, we've got to have a tree. If you don't want to 
buy one, you'll have to go out and dig one up. Oh, 
and we need a few gifts for the tree. Apart fromi the 
holly and the mistletoe that's about everything. 

It's the same every year — you end up with every¬ 
thing you want and I end up with a headache from 
worrying about my bank balance. 
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Bill 

Ted 

Bin 

Ted 

Bill 


Ted 

Bin 


Ted 


Bin 


Ted 


Bin 


A Good Sell 

What do you think of my new pullover, Ted? 

Well, it's very nice as far as I can see, but put it on 
first, then I'll tell you if it suits you. 

I tried on about twenty. This one isn't what I 
wanted really. ^ 

Why did you buy it then? 

The salesman sold it to me before I realised what 
had happened. He just never stopped talking and he 
told me some story about the latest fashion and 
special reductions. Before I could say anything he'd lo 
wrapped it up and taken my money. 

Well, it doesn't look too bad, but haven't you put it 
on inside out and back to front? 

Really? Well, I can't tell the back from the front 
with these high-neck pullovers. I really wanted one 15 
with a V-neck. 

It's a good thing it's got sleeves at the top or you'd 
put it on upside down as well. Still, I think it suits 
you quite well. 

I went out to get a blue pullover with a V-neck, 20 
short sleeves and a pattern, and I came home with a 
brown one with a high neck, long sleeves and no 
pattern. 

You must be too easy to take in. You've got to learn 
to stand up to these high-pressure salesmen. They'll 25 
sell you all sorts of things you don't want if you 
don't watch out. 

Next time I'll send my wife. She'll probably sell 
something to the salesman. 
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c. f. these text lines: 

packed with The beach was packed with people last Sunday. 1.4 



gaze at We all gazed at the scene in wonder. 1.5 

on display Turner's paintings are on display at the Tate Gallery. 1.7 

pick out They're all good apples. It's hard to pick out the best one. 1.15 

cheer up "I'm fed up." "Cheer up! Life isn't so bad." 1.18 

{an hour) or so "He's out at the moment. He'll be back in ten minutes 1.19 

or so." 

make (your) way After the game we slowly made our way towards the exit. 1.19 
to (my) astonish- To my astonishment the house was completely empty. 1.20 
ment 

go up to I went up to a policeman and asked him the way. 1.23 

ready for The room wasn't ready for us when we arrived. 2.1 

send off I'll send these parcels off tomorrow. 2.1 

send out It's time to send the announcements out. 2.3 

just about "Wait a minute. I'm just about ready." 2.8 

rundown Bill enjoys running his team down. 2.13 

on sale Fresh strawberries on sale here. 2.21 

riig op We'll dig up some potatoes from the garden. 2.26 

end up with He works too hard. He'll end up with a heart attack. 2.29 

fry on She tried the dress on, but it was too small. 3.4 

wrap up The assistant wrapped the book up in brown paper. 3.11 

inside out I sometimes put my socks on inside out. 3.13 

back to front The letter'b'written back to front becomes a'd'. 3.13 

upside down I couldn't read the card, because it was upside down. 3.18 

take in He imitated the boss' voice and took us in completely. 3.24 

stand up to The man shouted angrily, but we stood up to him. 3.25 

watch out ' Watch out! There's a car coming." 3.27 




PROGRAMME 18 


70 


Text One 

Problem Children 

Letters to the Editor 
Sir: 

Teachers in some secon- demic work, might be 
dary schools in Britain are teaching the child to put 
worried that their jobs his own selfish interests 
may become impossible before his duties to the 35 
5 shortly unless something community in which he 
can be done to restore lives, 
discipline in the class- Perhaps the problem 
rooms. In the problem can be solved by improv- 
schools, mostly in large ing facilities for the 40 
10 cities, a small minority of psychological guidance of 
teenage pupils deliberately these difficult children or 
disrupt lessons to such an by better cooperation be- 
extent that the teachers tween the schools and the 
can no longer teach their parents — for the parents 45 
15 classes effectively. may be mainly respon- 

Some within the tea- sible for the aggressive 
chers'unions consider that behaviour of their off- 
the permissive nature of spring. But some of us 
modern society is respon- believe that there ought 50 
20 sible. Small children who to be a return to more 
are continually encour- "old-fashioned” methods, 
aged to express their in- At present in some schools 
dividuality without res- teachers may not even 
triction are naturally slap a child who mis- 55 
25 reluctant to accept school behaves, but I personally 
discipline when they grow feel that caning should be 
older. Furthermore, mod- re-introduced and that this 
ern teaching techniques, might produce the desired 
which appear to stress results. eo 

personal enjoyment at the Ex-teacher 

expense of serious aca- Beckenham 
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Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Jones 


Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 


Mrs. Smith 


Mrs. Jones 


Mrs. Smith 


Mrs. Jones 


Mrs. Smith 


The Missed Bus 

Have another cup of tea before you go, Mrs. Jones. 

I should be off really. 1 want to catch the ten 
o'clock bus into town and it's nearly quarter to 
already. 

You may as well have another cup and catch the 
10.30. You'd have to run to catch the 10 o'clock 
now and you might miss it even then. 

All right, then, thank you. And can I have another 
of those chocolate biscuits? 

Of course you can. Here you are... 

Did you read about that awful business at the new 
comprehensive school last week? 

Yes, I did. A boy assaulted a teacher with a knife. 
Whatever next? 

He ought to be given a good beating. They're too 
soft on children these days. The children can do 
what they like, and the teachers can't do anything 
to punish them.... May I have another biscuit? 

Of course — help yourself. I don't know why they 
abolished corporal punishment. Things like that 
didn't happen when we were at school because the 
teachers kept these hooligans under control by using 
a cane. 

That's true.... Ah, well, 1 must go now... Oh dear! 
Is your clock right? It can't be twenty past ten 
already. 

I'm afraid it is. You've missed the 10.30 too now. You 
may as well stay here for a chat and go into town after 
lunch. 

Yes, I might as well. But Mrs. Brown is expecting me. 

I really ought to ring her and tell her that I won't be 
turning up. Could I use your phone? 

Certainly. 
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Terry 

Steve 

Terry 

Steve 

Terry 


Steve 

Terry 

Steve 

Terry 

Steve 

Terry 


Steve 


Terry 


One of Those Days 
Morning, Steve. 

Morning, Terry. Is Mr. Peters in yet? 

I haven't seen him this morning, but he should be 
upstairs in his office by now. Slip up and see. 

By the way, that is your green Ford at a parking 
meter outside, isn't it? 

Yes, why? 


There's a traffic warden putting a parking ticket on it. 
What? There can't be. The time hasn't run out yet. 

I only parked it there about 45 minutes ago. lo 

Well, those meters are only for half an hour's park¬ 
ing, you know. 

Blast! If I run down quickly and move it now, I 
wonder if I can talk him into removing the ticket. 
There's no chance of that, Terry. These wardens is 
never cancel a ticket once they have written it out. 
Damn! It's just not my day today. I went to a party 
last night and woke up with a hangover this morning. 

I tripped and twisted my ankle on the way down¬ 
stairs, I mislaid my keys and spent twenty minutes 20 
finding them, and I left home without any breakfast 
because I was late. And now this. 

Well, you shouldn't drink so much. But at least you 
don't have to worry about the car now. Since you'll 
have to pay the fine anyway, you might just as well 25 
leave it where it is for the rest of the morning. 

suppose that is a small consolation, but I really 
ought to go back to bed. 





73 


Programme 18 

Prepositions, Verbs, Phrases, Idioms 


c. f. these text lines: 


to an extent Education in Britain is to a large extent free. 1.12 

encourage to He encouraged his son to study music. 1.22 

reluctant to Most people are reluctant to work on Sundays. 1.25 

at the expense of Quantity is often maintained at the expense of quality. 1.31 

put... before He's far too serious - he always puts business before 1.33 

pleasure. 

cooperation Wars could be avoided by better cooperation between 1.43 

between governments. 

responsible for Who is responsible for this terrible mistake? 1.46 

whatever next "In this school the boys choose the lessons they attend." 2.14 

"Whatever next!" 

soft on "The courts are too soft on criminals these days." 2.16 

help (your)self Nobody passed the sandwiches so he helped himself. 2.19 


under control 


turn up 
be in 

slip up/out 
talk into 

write out 
not (my) day 



Good teachers can usually keep any class under control. 2.22 



"He slipped out to the post office in his coffee break." 3.4 
She didn't want to go to the party, but he talked her 3.14 

into it. 

The teacher told me to write out the exercise again. 3.16 

"I've lost my wallet and missed my train." "It's not your 3.17 
day, is it!" 
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Text One 


A Formal Complaint 


16 Manor Road^ 

Harpole, 

Hants, 

22nd January 

The Sales Manager, 

Sparks Electrical Suppliers Ltd., 

13 South Street, 

Southampton, 

Dear Sir, 

On Tuesday you sent one of your fitters to install the 
dish-washing machine we purchased from your company 
recently. Although you had assured us that we would not 
have to pay extra for installation, your workman told us 
that we had to have a new tap and various electrical 5 

fittings before he could connect the machine up. 

Naturally we had to take his word for it, and we told 
him to carry out the necessary work. 

The bill he presented us with afterwards seemed 
exorbitant, so we went through it and checked the prices 10 

of the items. We found that elsewhere the identical 
articles were little more than half the price he had 
charged us. Moreover, we have since discovered that we 
need not have had a new tap at all. 

We trust, therefore, that at your earliest convenience 15 

you will send another man to exchange the new tap for the 
old one again. We also hope that, after examining the 
enclosed bill carefully, you will see fit to reduce the 
prices considerably, as well as to deduct the price of 
the new tap, 2 o 

Yours faithfully. 



Mrs. C. Jones 
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Ted 

Bill 


Ted 

Bill 

Ted 


Bin 


Ted 


Bin 


Ted 


Bin 


Garages 

Did you take your car to Greenham's garage to be 
repaired. Bill? 

Yes, the day before yesterday. It's in good shape 
again now. Apparently, I needn't have worried about 
that terrible rattling noise underneath. It was only a 5 
loose v>/ire and they fixed it in two minutes flat. 

Was there anything else wrong? 

Oh yes. They found about a dozen other things that 
needed replacing. 

That's always the way. You take the car in for one 10 
reason and they find that everything else is wrong. 

In the end you pay twice as much as you bargained 
for. But at least Greenham's people are fast workers. 
Yes, thank goodness! We had to go to Birmingham 
yesterday and I thought I'd have to hire a car or 15 
borrow someone else's, but my own car was ready in 
time, so I didn't need to hire one after all. 

Of course, Greenham may be fast, but he's expensive 
too. I didn't have to go to him, of course. I think I'll 
try somewhere else next time something goes wrong. 20 
It doesn't matter where else you try. All garages are 
expensive these days. You just have to pay up. 

There's nothing else you can do. 

And sometimes you can't even be sure that they've 
done the job you've asked them to do. Last year I 25 
had to take my car into a garage in Brighton for an 
emergency repair, and I wasn't even allowed to stand 
in the repair shop and watch while they did it. 

Union rules or something. 

Well, they probably didn't want you to see how 
simple the job was before they gave you the bill. 


30 
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Mum 

Mike 

Mum 

Mike 

Mum 

Mike 

Mum 

Mike 

Mum 

Mike 


Mum 

Mike 

Mum 


A Flying Visit 

Hello, Mike. Did you enjoy the weekend in Paris? 

Yes, it was great. Mum. Look, I've brought you back 
some wine, and here are some cigarettes for Dad. 

Thank you, dear. That's lovely. But you needn't 
have gone to that expense. s 

Well, I don't often buy you presents, but I don't 
often go to Paris either. 

Tell me about it. What did you do with yourself? 

Well, we had quite a good flight, and we gdt to the 
hotel at about seven o'clock. We had a super dinner, io 
and then Clive, Tim and I went to a night-club. 

Didn't anyone else go with you? 

No, no one else wanted to come. All the others were 
too tired. Then on Saturday morning we did some 
shopping, and of course we watched the international 15 
rugby match in the afternoon. The match was drawn, 
but England were lucky not to lose. 

Where else did you go? Didn't you look round the 
Louvre? 

Yes, but it was a lightning visit. And we went up the 20 
Eiffel Tower too, of course. But we didn't have time 
for much else. We were told we were not to be late 
for check-in at the airport and we had to rush like 
mad. When we got there, though, we found we 
needn't have hurried because take-off had been 25 

delayed for an hour. 

What else did you buy then? 

Let me see.... A few souvenirs, some postcards, a 

bottle of perfume for Janet.Nothing much else 

because I ran out of money. By the way, can you 30 
lend me a couple of pounds until next week. Mum? 

So that's the price of my French wine, is it? 
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c. f. these text lines: 

take (my) word If you won't take my word for it, you can go and ask him. 1.7 
for it 

carry nut A nnnd snirlier always carries out orders. 1.8 



present with The president presented the men with their medals. 1.9 

go through We went through the list again to check it. 1.10 

at your earliest Please confirm your order at your earliest convenience. 1.15 

convenience 

exchange for I'd like to exchange my car for a newer one. 1.16 

see fit to We didn't see fit to change our plans just for his sake. 1.18 

in good shape "I get lots of exercise now. I'm in good shape again.” 2.3 

flat "We changed our clothes in ten minutes flat." 2.6 

bargain for I know there was a lot to do, but I didn't bargain for 2.12 

all this. 

go wrong Every time something goes wrong, the boss blames me. 2.20 

pay up "You owe me a pound. Come on, pay up!" 2.22 

great "It was a great party last night, wasn't it?" 3.2 

get to If we hurry we'll get to the station on time. 3.9 

look round I'll have a look round the town, while you're having 3.18 

a rest. 

like mad "If we work like mad now, we can finish early." 3.23 

let me see "How many do you need?" "Let me see...five, I think." 3.28 
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FEBRUARY 


SUNDAY 
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Mrs. Jones 
Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 


Mrs. Jones 
Mrs. Smith 


Mrs. Jones 


Mrs. Smith 


Mrs. Jones 


Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 


Mutual Feelings 

Oh, look! It's snowing, Mrs. Smith! 

So it is! I can't remember when it last snowed. 

It snowed in April two years ago. It was Easter 
week; I remember it well. 

Oh yes! So it did. It must have been the second 
week in April — my sister from Scotland was here 
at the time. 

What about the fire at the Williams's house last 
Saturday! Did you see it? 

Yes. Terrible, wasn't it? The fire-engine woke me 
up at about three in the morning. They were lucky 
the whole house didn't burn down. Their living- 
room was in an awful mess next morning. 

Well, it serves them right. They were throwing 
another of those wild parties, weren't they? They 
must have been blind drunk; they should have been 
more careful. 

You know, I think they may have set fire to the 
place on purpose — just to claim new furniture and 
carpets from the insurance company. 

I wouldn't be surprised at anything they did. I've 
always been suspicious of them, and the longer I 
know them the more I dislike them. I'm glad I 
didn't go to their party. 

Why didn't you go, Mrs. Jones? 

Well we weren't invited actually, but 1 had to go to 
my sister's that evening anyway. 

We weren't invited either. I suspect that the longer 
they live here the less they like us too, Mrs. Jones. 
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Find the Culprit 


Mr. Fielding 
Mr. Williams 


Mr. Fielding 
Mr. Williams 


Mr. Fielding 
Mr. Williams 
Mr. Fielding 


Mr. Williams 

Mr. Fielding 
Mr. Williams 


Hello, Charles. I hear you had a bit of a fire after 
the party last week. Was there much damage? 

Well, fortunately we managed to confine all the 
damage to the one room, so it wasn't too bad really. 
The carpets and curtains were ruined, and the walls 5 
and ceiling were blackened by smoke, so we had to 
redecorate the room completely. 

It must have been a cigarette-end, I suppose. 

Yes, that's for sure. Someone must have dropped a 
cigarette on the carpet near the big window, and 10 
after we'd gone the curtains caught fire. We ought 
to have checked everything before going to bed, I 
know, but we were so tired we decided to clear up 
in the morning. We shouldn't have left the windows 
open either. 

15 

Have you any idea who the culprit was? It was very 
careless of someone. 

It might have been Ted Redman. He's a chain- 
smoker and he d had one or two too many. 

It can't have been me anyway; I'm a non-smoker. 20 
But it may well have been old Bill Coleman. The 
more I think about it, the more I feel sure that he 
was standing by that window most of the time 
towards the end of the party. 

So he was! And he's a careless sort of chap — he 25 
flicks his cigarette ash all over the place. And the 
more he drinks the worse he gets. 

Still, you can't very well accuse him of it — it 
could have been anyone. 

True. Besides, I can t complain; our room was 30 

repainted at the insurance company's expense. 
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take (my) leave 
fall asleep 
on fire 
in check 
put out 

burn down 

in a mess 
it serves (you) 
right 
throw a party 
blind drunk 


set fire to 
on purpose 

claim from 

surprised at 
suspicious of 
a bit of 
for sure 

catch fire 
clear up 
careless of 
accuse of 
at (his) expense 


c. f. these text lines: 


He took his leave from the host and left the house. 1.2 

I was so tired that I fell asleep in my chair. 1 8 

The car was on fire when the ambulance arrived. 1.13 

Police on horseback kept the crowds in check. 1.24 

Don't throw your cigarette away. Put it out in the 1.27 
ashtray. 

if the fire brigade doesn't come soon, the whole house 2.12 
will burn down. 

My room is in a mess. I must tidy it up today. 2.13 

I ve lost my wallet." "It serves you right. You're too 2.14 
careless." 

We usually throw a party just after Christmas. 2.14 

Bill was blind drunk at the party, and could hardly stand." 2.16 


We usually throw a party just after Christmas. 2.14 

Bill was blind drunk at the party, and could hardly stand." 2.16 



Some people enjoy setting fire to property. 2.18 

I m sorry I broke your plate, but I didn't do it on 2.19 

purpose. 


Don t worry about the cost — I’ll claim my expenses 2.19 
from the firm." 

We were surprised at the election results. 2.21 

I'm very suspicious of people who talk too much. 2.22 

"I've got a bit of a headache." 3 -) 

'I don't think I can do it today, but I'll do it tomorrow 3.9 
for sure." 

Sometimes the woods catch fire in hot dry weather. 3.11 
I must clear up my desk before I go home. 3.13 

It was careless of you to forget the keys. 3.17 

He accused me of taking the money. 3 28 

We went out to dinner at John's expense when he got 3.31 
his rise. 
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Topic: A New Motorway 

For some years now work has been in progress on a 
new motorway connecting the heavily-populated 
industrial Midlands to the holiday resorts on the 
coasts of South-West England. The general increase 
in traffic density, and in particular the mass migra¬ 
tion of holiday-makers who flock to the south every 
July and August in search of a fortnight's peace at 
the seaside, has strained the old road system beyond 
its limits. Car drivers frequently have to endure 
hours of waiting in long queues of vehicles before 
finally crawling to their destinations. 



Some sections of the new motorway are already 
in use, and soon half of this much-needed stretch 
of tarmac will be open to traffic. Before the end of 
next year, the numerous construction gangs engaged 
in this work will have completed the entire project; 
and at last there will be peace for the inhabitants of 
the countless villages and small towns along the 
narrow, winding old roads. The new road will have 
freed them for ever from the constant, deafening 
roar of high-powered engines, and from the air 
pollution caused by dense exhaust fumes. 

The completion of the road will be a relief even 
to the workmen. Some of them will have been work¬ 
ing on the project for over seven years by the time 
they have finished. 
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A Dog's Life 

Ted I hear you're finally retiring at the end of the year. 

Bill. What will you do with yourself when you've 
stopped work? 

Bill Absolutely nothing. I'll have been working for this 

company non-stop for forty years by the end of 5 
October, and I reckon I deserve a complete rest. 

Ted Forty years! You'll have seen a lot of changes in 

that time, I imagine. 

Bill Yes, and most of the changes have only made things 

worse. I used to be proud of my work; but how can 10 
you take a pride in what you're doing when every 
two or three years they put a new manager with 
new-fangled ideas in charge of the factory — and he 
tells you what you've been doing is all wrong? 

Ted Why have you stayed on all these years then. Bill? 

Bill Well, it's the same thing wherever you go. However 

well you do your job, you don't get on in any firm 
unless you're a friend of the manager's — and the 
present manager has certainly been no friend of 
mine. 

Ted Nonsense! You're exaggerating. Bill. They don't 

promote you, whoever you know, if you're in¬ 
efficient. 

Bill Rubbish! What about that young chap Dart? He's an 

assistant manager already and he's completely in¬ 
competent. He's only there because he's a relative of 
the managing director's. They'll probably make him 
a director soon! 

Ted By the sound of it you won't be sorry to leave. 

Bill No I won't, but it'll be no better at home. Instead 

of the manager giving me stupid orders, my wife will 
be telling me off all day long. 
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Janet 

Mike 

Janet 


Mike 


Janet 


Mike 


Janet 

Mike 

Janet 

Mike 


Janet 

Mike 


A Sobering Thought 

I've just come across an old photograph-album of my 
mother's in this drawer. Come and have a look, Mike. 
Gosh! Is this a picture of you as a baby? You were 
quite cute then. It's a shame you've grown up. 

Don't be nasty! Look, here's a photo of my sister 
Paula when she was still in the fourth form at school. 
That's an old boyfriend of hers beside her. 

She looks a bit young for boyfriends, but I suppose 
she takes after you — you always used to have a 
different boyfriend whenever I saw you in those 
days. 

Look who's talking! I remember looking through 
some of your old photos a while ago and 1 found a 
whole collection of pictures of different girlfriends 
of yours. 

Look! Here's an old photo of your mother. Didn't 
she look like you then? 



Yes, everyone says we're very alike. 

What a ridiculous hat she's wearing. 

It's not ridiculous at all. It was the height of fashion 
then. 

Something has just occurred to me — if your mother 
looked like you twenty years ago, you'll probably 
look just like her in twenty years' time... 

So? 

So ... er... well... Look, a picture of young David! 




45 


Programme 11 

Prepositions, Verbs, Phrases, Idioms 


in progress 
on the coast 


increase in 
in particular 
at the seaside 
in use 
engaged in 
free from 
for ever 
a dog's life 

proud of 
take pride in 
in charge of 
stay on 
get on 
tell off 
grow up 
take after 
look who's 
talking 
look through 

look like 
occur to 


c. f. these text lines: 
Discussions on the matter are still in progress. 1.1 

He lives in a small town on the coast. 1.3 



I've had two increases in salary this year. 1.4 

England imports a lot of wine, French wine in particular. 1.5 
We all spent the day at the seaside. 1.8 

The new offices are ready but they aren't in use yet. 1.13 
How long have you been engaged in this work? 1.15 

After the exams we went on holiday free from cares. 1.20 
I'm 64. Next year I'll finish work for ever. 1.20 

I'm leading a dog's life - all work and worry, and no 2.0 
fun at all. 

Andy is very proud of his two sons. 2.10 

Good workmen take a pride in their work. 2.11 

Ask Mr. Jenkins. He's in charge of this project. 2.13 

It was late, but we stayed on for an hour. 2.15 

He worked hard and got on quickly in the new firm. 2.17 
The boss told Bill off for working so slowly. 2.32 

Children are always in a hurry to grow up. 3.4 

She never stops talking. She takes after her mother. 3.9 
"You're late." "Look who's talking! I waited an hour 3.12 
for you last time." 

if you look through those books you'll find what you 3.12 
want. 

You look just like your father when you smile. 3.17 

I didn't ask John, because the idea didn't occur to me. 3.22 
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Topic; North Sea Oil 

As the summer draws to a close, the oil companies 
remain optimistic about the prospects of oil flowing 
ashore from new rigs in their North Sea fields before 
their target dates next autumn. Assuming no un¬ 
expected snags arise, they will accomplish their aim. 5 
They have settled disputes and strikes among the 
men and overcome various technical and political 
problems; but recently the elements have caused 
the worst hold-ups. Abnormally high seas and howling 



gales have prevented engineers from lifting essential 
heavy equipment into position on the production plat¬ 
forms erected off the Scottish coast, if this spell of 
exceptional weather continues throughout the autumn, 
it will be necessary to stop work until next spring, for 
the oilmen know from experience that major opera- 
/ tions are impossible in the winter months owing to the 
stormy seas. They are confident, however, that they 
will achieve their object, provided the weather breaks 
for just one day during the next few weeks. 

The British Government is also eager for the 
timely completion of these operations. Britain's 
economic position will deteriorate, many think, 
unless revenue from the oil rescues her from her 
continuing balance of payments problems. 


15 


20 
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Jane 

Patrick 

Jane 

Patrick 

Jane 

Patrick 

Jane 

Patrick 

Jane 

Patrick 

Jane 

Patrick 

Jane 

Patrick 


A Lonely Job 

Wherever have you been, Patrick? I haven't seen you 
for months. Someone said you'd emigrated. 

Whoever told you that? I've been working on a 
weather research station on the Isle of Collett. 

Where on earth is that? 5 

It's a lump of rock about 100 miles north-west of 
Ireland. 

Whatever did you do to pass the time? 

Fortunately I had my university thesis to work on. 

If I hadn't had a pile of work to do, I'd have gone 10 
off my head. 

Was there anything else to do? 

Well, if you were a bird watcher, it would be a 
paradise; but whenever I got tired of studying, I 
could only walk round the island — and that took is 
me less than twenty minutes. 

How ever did you stand it? If I'd been in your 
shoes I'd have taken the first boat back to civilisation. 
Well, I needed some information from my research 
there, and they paid me, so I saved some money. 20 
Now I can have a short holiday before I start look¬ 
ing for a job. 

Have you finished your Ph.D. already? 1 thought you 
had another year to do. 

No, time flies, you know. As long as they don't 2s 

reject my thesis. I'll be leaving for London next week. 

If I were you. I'd go off to the Mediterranean or 
somewhere before starting work. 

No thanks. I'll stay in London. I've had enough of 
the sea for a while. 
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Ted 

Bin 

Ted 


Bin 


Ted 


Bin 


Ted 

Bin 

Ted 


Bin 


Loyal Fans 

Hello, Bill. Are you ready yet? 

Oh, come in, Ted. Is it two o'clock already? I haven't 
finished my lunch yet, but I won't be long. 

We'll miss the kick-off unless you hurry. 



won't really be a tragedy, will it? I don't suppose 
the game will be worth watching anyway. 

Probably not. But I bet if we arrive five minutes 
late they'll score the only goal of the game before 
we get there. 

And if we arrived early, they wouldn't score any 
goals at all. I don't know why we persist in going to 
watch them every other Saturday. 

We wouldn't know what to do if we didn't go, 
would we? 

They're bound to lose again, unless there's a miracle. 
1 don't know. They've dropped old Ford and picked 
that youngster, Wade, in his place. Perhaps they'll 
win, if they strike form. 

If they strike their usual form, they'll lose five-nil 
against this team. They've already lost at home twice 
this season... But let's get a move on, we'll be late. 
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c. f. these text lines: 


draw to a close The meeting finally drew to a close at six o'clock. 1.1 

optimistic about Bill is never optimistic about his team's chances. 1.2 

prevent from The rain won't prevent Ted from going to the match. 1.10 

in (to) position The officials are in position, so the match may begin. 1.11 

off (the coast) The Isle of Wight is just off (the coast of) Southern 1.12 

England. 


owing to Many people had to walk to work owing to the bus strike. 1.16 



eager for We were eager for lunch after our long walk. 1.20 

rescue from The children were rescued from the burning house. 1.24 



go off (my) head "Stop that noise, or I'll go off my head." 2.11 

in (your) shoes "My exams start tomorrow." "I'd hate to be in your shoes." 2.18 

time flies "How time flies! We've been in Harpole for six months 2.25 

already." 

take a seat He took a seat in the waiting room. 3.5 

persist in "He persists in coming late, although I keep telling him 3.12 

not to." 

bound to "Take your umbrella. It's bound to rain again soon." 3.16 

I don't know "She must be 60." "Oh, I don't know. I'd have said 3.17 

early fifties." 

lose to/against Arsenal lost to Liverpool last week. 3.21 
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Text One 

The Comparison Game 

Letters to the Editor 
Sir: 

Society has always been faster, stronger or more 
competitive, but in this skilful than his classmates, 
century life is perhaps Our jobs, our posses- 30 
more competitive than in sions and even the areas 
5 any previous era. We are in which we live become 
taught, almost from birth, a matter of competition, 
to compare ourselves in We make out that our 
mind and body with the jobs and possessions are 35 
people around us. Even somehow better or more 
10 as children we are already desirable than other 
intent on showing that we people's, and we claim 
are not merely different that our country, town 
from our fellows but in or village is the best, the 40 
some way superior to biggest, the most friendly 
15 them. School life is an or the most civilised in 
eternal competition; every the world. Are we interest- 
day each child tries to ed in proving our super- 
prove that he is more iority — or is it that we 45 
intelligent than the next take a sadistic delight in 
20 child, and every term proving that some poor 
marks are added up to fellow being is inferior to 
find the best as well as us? 
the worst child in the 

class. On the sports field 'Concerned', 50 

25 the process continues; the Tunbridge Wells 

child now strives to* 
demonstrate that he is 
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Mrs. Jones 
Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Johes 

Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 


Mrs. Jones 


More Gossip 

Hello, Mrs. Smith. Any news? 

Nothing much. It's been so cold that I haven't been 
outside for a week. I do hate the cold. 

Yes, it's best to stay indoors in such beastly weather. 
You noticed that the new people have arrived at 
number thirty-five though, surely. 

Yes, I did notice that. But I haven't met them yet. 

I called on them yesterday. They seemed such nice 
people at first — but now I'm not so sure. 

Really? Why? 

Well, they're from London, and they think it's the 
only place in the world worth talking about. The wife 
made some very catty remarks about this area. 
Londoners always think they're better than other 
people, but I always find them less cultured. What 
does she look like? 

Quite young and pretty, but she does wear a lot of 
make-up, and she certainly dyes her hair. Perhaps she 
isn't as young as she looks. 

Anyway I don't want to mix with people like that. I 
knew they would be snobs when I saw that huge car. 
Surely they don't need such a big one. 

No... still, my husband says it's four years old and it 
probably cost less than ours second-hand; and ours is 
certainly as fast as theirs. 

My husband would never buy a car like that. It uses so 
much petrol you can hardly afford to run it. But 
surely your car is four years old too, Mrs. Jones. Our 
car is the newest of the three. 

It certainly isn't. Ours is the same age as yours... 
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Pete 


John 


Pete 

John 


Pete 


John 


Pete 


A New Competition 


I'm fed up with studying and exams. I've a good 
mind to give up everything, become a drop-out and 
join a hippie group somewhere. 



could forget about the cost of living, the price of 
houses, keeping up with the neighbours and all the 
rest of it. Shall we go and live on the beach at 
St. Ives? 

Can't we look for a warmer climate? Anyway I'd 
like to go further away than that. 

Well, it does get a bit cold and damp in St. Ives. 
Let's hitch-hike across Europe and find some lovely 
lonely island in the farthest corner of the Mediter¬ 
ranean. We can start our own hippie colony there. 
Great idea! We'll create a society with no exams and 
with no competitions to see who can make the most 
money and build the most luxurious house and drive 
around in the most expensive car. 

Yes... We'll start a new competition to see who can 
live with the least money, the fewest possessions and 
the smallest house. 

You can't get away from competitions of some sort, 
can you, John? 
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Prepositions, Verbs, Phrases, Idioms 

c. f. these text lines: 

intent on The government is intent on keeping prices down. 1.11 

different from Londoners aren't really very different from other 1.12 

English people. 



add up My wife writes long lists of figures, then asks me to 1.21 

add them up. 



as well as He's wearing a coat as well as a pullover. 1.22 

strive to The police strove hard to keep the crowds back. 1.26 

a matter of "Please hurry! It's a matter of life and death!" 1.33 

make out He always makes out that he's got no money. 1.34 

take a delight in Mrs. Smith takes a delight in gossiping. 1.46 

Gallon Our representative will call on you in your home. 2.8 

mix with Mr. Williams is good at mixing with his party guests. 2.20 

run a car It is cheaper to run a small car than a big one. 2.27 

fed up with "You're really fed up with your job, aren't you?" 3.1 

a good mind to "Yes, I've a good mind to tell the boss what I think of it." 3.1 

sick of "I'm sick of listening to Bill's complaints." 3.4 

keep up with Wages don't always keep up with inflation. 3.6 

get away from It would be nice to get away from all our problems. 3.22 
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Text One 



Topic: Flats in the Clouds 

Blocks of “high-rise" flats have been erected 
in large numbers in London and in many 
other big cities. Just after the Second World 
War these immense twenty-to-thirty storey 
buildings, hundreds of feet in height, were 5 
thought to be the ideal solution to the dual 
problem of acute housing shortage and lack 
of space in urban areas. At first, the ultra¬ 
modern apartments were much sought after 
by city-dweilers, and hundreds of the vast 10 
blocks had been built before anyone began 
to doubt that they were suitable places for 
people, children especially, to live in. A well- 
known British architect, who personally 
designed many of these buildings, now 15 

believes that they may well have inflicted a 
great deal of suffering on those people who 
have been housed in them, and evidence has 
been amassed by sociologists which suggests 
that severe loneliness and deep depression are 20 
brought about by life within these great 
towers. Some psychologists even maintain 
that an unduly large proportion of their 
inhabitants suffer from mental disorders and 
develop criminal tendencies. 25 

As a result of the recent queries, plans for 
new high-rise blocks are being scrapped. They 
are going to be replaced by so-called "low- 
rise" blocks, at most six storeys high. 
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Andy 


Charles 


Andy 

Charles 

Andy 


Charles , 

Andy 

Charles 

Andy 

Charles 

Andy 


The New Pool 

Have they finished work on your new swimming- 
pool yet, Charles? When I passed by yesterday, it 
was being filled with water, wasn't it? 

That's right. We had our first swim in it this 
morning. The concrete path around it is going to be 
widened, but everything will have been completed 
before the end of the week. 

You must be pleased. How long is it? 

It's only 25 feet long and 15 feet wide, but that's 
big enough to cool down in, isn't it? 

And to get a spot of exercise in. If you normally 
swim twenty lengths in a big pool, you can get the 
same benefit if you swim up and down forty or 
fifty times in a small one, can't you? 

Yes, but I'm hardly aiming at getting into the 
Olympic team, am I? 

How deep is it? You can't dive into it, can you? 

Oh yes you can! It's eight feet in depth at one end. 
The diving-board will be installed tomorrow. By the 
way, we're holding a swimming party on Sunday, if 
it's not too cold. You will come, won't you? 

I'd love to come, but I'm not much of a swimmer, 
and I can barely dive at all. I'll probably drown. 
Well, I'm hardly the world's best swimmer myself. 
Anyway there'll be plenty to drink. 

Good. I'd rather drown in beer than in water. 
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Bill 

Ted 

Bill 

Ted 

Bin 

Ted 

Bill 

Ted 

Bill 

Ted 

Bill 

Ted 

Bill 

Ted 


Out of Luck 

I suppose you heard about that great chunk of 
concrete falling onto a car in South Street yester¬ 
day, didn't you, Ted? 

Yes, I saw it in the paper. From a two hundred and fifty 
foot high building, wasn't it? I gather the driver had 5 
just got out or he'd have been killed, wouldn't he? 

Oh yes. I saw the car; it was a complete wreck. 

You usually park your car around there, don't you. 

Bill? 

Yes, I left it in that very spot a couple of days-ago, 10 
but yesterday it was parked up the road a bit. 

You were in luck then, weren't you. Bill? 

Out of luck, you mean! I'd be very pleased if my old 
car were smashed to bits. I could claim from the 
insurance company then, couldn't I? 15 

But you used to be so proud of your car, didn't you. 
Bill? 

I used to be years ago, but now there are all sorts of 
repairs to be done, and I just haven't got enough 
spare cash to put it right. 20 

You can always sell it, can't you. Bill? 

Few people are stupid enough to buy a car in that 
state, are they? 

The chap whose car was crushed yesterday was very 
annoyed about it. He'll be given a new car by the 25 
builders, though. 

Yes, but his car was a specially-built model that 
can't be replaced, and there was hardly anything 
wrong with it, was there? 

Well, that's life! When people actually want to get 30 
rid of their cars, this sort of thing seldom happens, 
does it? 
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Prepositions, Verbs, Phrases, Idioms 

c. f. these text tines: 
They didn t hke Harpole at first, but now they're quite 1.8 
happy. 


Some old cars are much sought after by enthusiasts. 1.9 

War always inflicts pain and suffering on innocent people. 1.16 



The snow and ice brought about a number of accidents. 1.21 
I often suffer from headaches. 1.24 

The plans were changed as a result of his complaint. 1.26 

I've been to the cinema twice in four years, or at most 1.29 
three times. 


Look in and see me next time you pass by. 2.2 



fill with He filled his pockets with money and ran off. 2.3 

cool down The soup is too hot to eat, but it'll soon cool down. 2.10 

a spot of "I can't see you tonight. I've got a spot of work to do." 2.11 

up and down He walked up and down the room while he thought. 2.13 

aim at Malcolm is aiming at winning a scholarship. 2.15 

hear about I haven't heard about your new job yet. Tell me about it. 3.1 

out of luck He fished for hours, but he was out of luck. 3.13 

put right "My watch isn't working. Can you put it right?" 3.20 

annoyed (with) He was very annoyed with /ou about the letter you 3.25 

... about wrote. 


bring about 
suffer from 
as a result of 
at most 

pass by 


at first 

sought after 
inflict on 
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Text One 


Back to School 


35 Manor Road, 
Harpole, 
Portsmouth, 
l6th September 

Dear Mr. Harrison, 

Jamie is coming back to school on Monday and my husband 
has asked me to explain the situation to you, Jamie has 
recovered from his bout of bronchitis now, but the doctor 
told us to keep him home for a few more days to be on the 
safe side. We hope he hasn’t missed anything important 
since term began. 

We would like to ask you to watch over him for a while 
and not to let him take part in games or gymnastics for 
a week. This is on the doctor’s advice - I enclose a 
note from him, Jamie is so keen on games that he will 
try to play before he is fit enough, unless someone keeps 
an eye on him. 

We have provided him with all the clothes on the list 
except the red athletics vests and the blue shorts. He 
has already grown out of last year’s pair, but we only 
discovered this yesterday and the local shop doesn't have 
any in stock, I shall get some next week and forward 
them by post. 

We were very pleased that Jamie took to boarding-school 
life so well in his first year, and we trust he will 
continue to be happy. We are both very grateful to you 
for being so helpful last year, and we look forward to 
having another talk with you at the parent-teacher 
meeting next month. 

Yours sincerely, 


10 


15 


20 


25 




Programme 15 


59 


Text Two 

Mrs. Jones 


Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 
Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 


A Little More Gossip 


I hear that the new people at number thirty-five send 
their boy to a private boarding-school instead of the 
local school. What snobs they are! 



They are, aren't they? I wouldn't dream of sending 
my little boy away to some strange institution for s 
months on end every year. I think it's cruel. 

It is, isn't it? It would break my heart every term. 

And the thing is that these private schools are often 
not as good as free state schools. 

They aren't, are they? My nephew only went to his lo 
local grammar school and he's just been awarded a 
scholarship to study classics at Oxford. 

The Williams only send their boy away for the sake of 
appearances. They just like to show off. 

Yes,they do, don't they? Of course, some people say 15 
that a boarding-school education is good for children 
because it teaches them to have confidence in them¬ 
selves and they learn to be less dependent on their 
parents... But I think it only turns them into snobs. 

It does, doesn't it? Still, I don't know what I'll do 20 
with my Trevor next year. I don't want him to go to 
that big new school. The children of all the commonest 
people in the area go there. 

Well, they're closing all the old schools. If you don't 
like the new state school, you'll just have to pay to 25 
send him to a private school, won't you? 
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The Cost of Appearances 


Mrs. Williams 

Mr. Williams 
Mrs. Williams 
Mr. Williams 

Mrs. Williams 
Mr. Williams 

Mrs. Williams 
Mr. Williams 


Mrs. Williams 
Mr. Williams 


We really must buy some new clothes for Jamie. His 
best trousers are too small for him now, and most of 
his other pairs are not fit to be worn in public. 

What about those nice brown trousers we bought for 
him in the spring? 

He ripped a hole in those while he was climbing up 
a tree in the garden last month. 

1 told him not to wear decent clothes while he was 
playing about. I'll teach him to take more notice of 
what I say. 

Oh, leave him alone. You keep ordering him to do 
this and do that. He's almost afraid to move. 

Well, he's got to learn to behave properly sometime. 
Anyway you've got a sewing-machine and a pair of 
scissors. Why don't you mend them, and alter some 
of his other trousers to fit him? 

Certainly not. You can't send a boy to a good-class 
school in patched-up trousers. 

All right then, but we'll be broke by the end of the 
month at this rate. We've still got to get him some 
new pyjamas, a pair of blue shorts and those red 
vests. Heaven only knows why he has to wear red 
vests. People will think he's joining the Labour Party 
or something. 

Don't be silly. I'm more worried about his maths 
not improving than about the colour of his shirts. 
And I'm more worried about paying the bills. 
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Prepositions, Verbs, Phrases, Idioms 



recover from He never recovered from the shock of his wife's death. 1.3 

on the safe side We leave at ten, but come at nine to be on the safe side. 1.5 

watch over Small children must be watched over carefully. 1.7 

take part in Do you want to take part in the race? 1.8 

keep an eye on Keep an eye on my sweater while I go and buy a paper. 1.12 

provide with If you work for us, we'll provide you with a car. 1.13 



grow out of Children grow out of their clothes very quickly. 1.15 

take to I like the new neighbour, but I didn't take to his wife. 1.19 

grateful to...for I was very grateful to him for his help. 1.21 

wouldn't dream James wouldn't dream of studying instead of playing 2.4 

of tennis. 

for the sake of For the sake of peace and quiet I didn't argue with him. 2.13 

show off He loves to show off in his noisy fast car. 2.14 

confidence in You must have confidence in your own ability. 2.17 

dependent on He's 24 years old, but he is still dependent on his father. 2.18 

turn into When ice melts, it turns into water. 2.19 

take notice of I gave him some good advice, but he took no notice of it. 3.9 

broke "I spent all my money last night. I'm broke now." 3.19 

heaven (only) "Heaven knows what will happen to me now." 3.22 

knows 
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Text One 


English Games: Squash 

Squash is another of those peculiarly English bail 
games. It was once confined to Britain and her 
colonies and played almost exclusively by members 
of the upper classes, but it must now be one of the 
world's fastest-growing sports, for the number of 
participants has increased three or fourfold in the 
last few years, and new courts are springing up in 
almost every corner of the world. 

The court consists of a square room in which two 
players, equipped with rackets similar in shape to 
tennis rackets, have to strike a small rubber ball. 
When a player strikes the ball, it may rebound from 
any of the four walls, but it must strike the front 
wall of the room before it touches the ground. His 
opponent then has to hit the ball in his turn. The 
ball must not bounce on the floor more than once 
before each player hits it; if a player fails to return 
the ball to the front wall or to hit the ball before it 
bounces twice, he loses the point. 

One advantage of the game is that, since the 
court is covered, you don't have to rely on the 
weather. Moreover you needn't be a great athlete 
and it isn't necessary to possess exceptional co¬ 
ordination to play the game competently. At top 
level players have to be extremely fit and talented, 
but the average person can get good exercise and 
enjoy himself thoroughly even at his first attempt. 
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Felix 

Gerry 

Felix 

Gerry 

Felix 


Gerry 


Felix 


Gerry 

Felix 

Gerry 

Felix 

Gerry 

Felix 


Gerry 


Weight Problem 

Did you have a good game, Gerry? 

Splendid, but I'm dead beat now. I've got to sit 
down and have a rest, a cigarette and a drink. 

How long have you been playing? 

Only about 40 minutes, but I'm all in. 

That's what I like about squash. You get more 
exercise in half an hour than you get in two hours 
from any other sport, and you enjoy yourself in the 
process. Of course I don't play myself now... 

I must be losing weight. I've played three times this 
week and I reckon I've sweated off a couple of 
pounds each time. 

Yes, but how many beers do you have after the 
game? I always find I'm so thirsty after playing golf 
that I've got to drink two or three pints — and then 
I put on all the weight I lost during the round. 

I suppose you're right. My waistline isn't getting any 
better. I'm only kidding myself really. 

Who did you play with? 

That chap Ted Sykes. And I managed to beat him 
for the first time. 

Did you? You must be improving. They say he's 
good enough for the club second team. 

Do they? Perhaps there's a chance for me then. 

Have another beer on me. You haven't got to go 
yet, have you? 

Well, I can't stay long. We're having dinner with 
some friends tonight, and Gertie will be wild if I'm 
late. Still, there's no need to rush; I'll have one 
more. 

Good! 
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Mike 

Mum 


Mike 

Mum 

Mike 

Mum 


Mike 

Mum 

Mike 

Mum 

Mike 

Mum 

Mike 


Orders 

Do you think I can borrow the car tonight. Mum? 
No, you can t. Your father and I will be using it. 
We're going to the annual general meeting at the 
bridge club. 

But they aren't holding the meeting tonight. 

Aren't they? How do you know? 

I heard Dad telling Mr. Jones it had been postponed 
for a month. 

Well, he didn't mention it to me. If that's the case 
you can use the car, but you're not to cram it with 
too many of your friends again. There must have 
been eight or nine of you in it last week. You'll 
spoil the upholstery, and besides it's against the law. 
Weil Pete's car had broken down, so ours was the 
only one available. Anyway there are only seven of 
us this week. 

That car's only meant to take five people. You are 
not to go far in it, or you'll break the springs. 

We're only going to a party at Topsham. I'll drive 
slowly and gently. 

Another of those parties! You're to be home at mid¬ 
night, or your father and I will be worried to death 
that you've had a crash. 

Mum, the party will hardly have started by mid¬ 
night. Just go to sleep and forget about me. 

If you re late in, you are not to make a noise... 

And you're not to drink any alcohol or the police 
will stop you and you'll lose your licence. 

For god's sake. Mum, you must think I'm 9 years 
old, not 19! 
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confined to 
(ten)fold 

spring up 
consists of 
equipped with 
at top level 


dead beat 
ail in 

in the process 
lose/put on 
weight 

kid (your)self 

on (me) 

cram with 
against the law 
break down 
for god's sake 


c. f. these text lines: 
The bad weather confined the campers to their tents. 1.2 

The population of Britain increased tenfold in a few 1.6 

hundred years. 

New towns sprang up everywhere m the nineteenth century.1.7 
The flat consists of 5 rooms and 2 bathrooms. 1.9 

In most countries the police are equipped with guns. 1.10 

After talks at top level, the agreement was signed. 1.24 



"We walked all the way here." "You must be dead beat 2.2 
then." 


"We walked all the way here." "You must be dead beat 2.2 
then." 

"I'm off to bed. I'm all in." 2.5 

He broke three glasses and cut his hand in the process. 2.8 
He soon put on weight when he stopped playing 2.10, 2.16 
football. 

"He thinks he's a good player, but he's only kidding 2.18 
himself." 

"How much do I owe you?" "Nothing. The meal is 2.25 

on me." 

Every cupboard in the house was crammed with clothes. 3.10 
It's against the law to make a lot of noise at night. 3.13 

I did it by hand because the machine broke down. 3.14 

"For god's sake be quiet. I'm trying to read." 3.29 
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Text One 

Bedtime Story 

Mike Are you ready, David? Right: The Lost Coin. 

'One afternoon just before Christmas an old gentle¬ 
man was wandering through the city centre. The 
gaily-illuminated shops were packed with good 
things and crowded with cheerful shoppers. The 
children were gazing in wonder at all the toys on 
display in the windows, and the old man was 
surveying the happy scene indulgently. Suddenly in 
the middle of the throng he spotted a dirty little 
boy sitting on the pavement, weeping bitterly. When 
the kind old man asked him why he was crying, the 
little boy told him that he had lost a tenpenny 
piece that his uncle had given him. Thrusting his 
hand into his pocket, the old man pulled out a 
handful of coins. He picked out a shiny, new ten- 
penny piece and handed it to the child. "Thank you 
very much, said the little boy, and, drying his eyes, 
he cheered up at once. 

An hour or so later the old man was making his 
way back home by the same route. To his astonish¬ 
ment he saw the same dirty little boy in precisely 
the same spot, crying just as bitterly as before. He 
went up to the boy and asked him if he had lost the 
ten pence he had given him as well. The little boy 
told him that actually he had not lost the second 
coin, but he still could not find his first ten pence, 
"if I could find my own ten pence," he said tear¬ 
fully, "I'd have twenty pence now."' 

Did you like that?... Janet, he's asleep! 
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Christmas Preparations 


Mr. Wiiliams 


Mrs. Williams 


Mr. Williams 


Mrs. Williams 


Mr. Williams 


Mrs. Williams 


Mr. Williams 
Mrs. Williams 


Mr. Williams 


I rn nearly ready for Christmas now. I've sent off all 
my Christmas cards except one, and I've bought all 
my presents apart from yours. Have you sent out 
the invitations to our party yet? 

Not yet. I'll send them out tomorrow. Just look at 
the list again to make sure we haven't forgotten any¬ 
one. 

We're inviting just about everybody in the street, 
except for the Jones family. It sqems a bit rude, but 
to tel! the truth I can't stand that woman. 

Well, she s so ill-mannered. Last time she came here 
she left without saying a word. And apart from that 
she tells such lies about us. She never stops running 
us down to the neighbours. 

That's settled then. We won't invite them. By the 
way I met Pat O'Dowd last night and he told me 
he'd be leaving for Ireland next week. He said he 
was sorry he would miss our party but he might see ’ 
us at the Rushtons' New Year party. 

What a pity! He's so lively at parties... Oh, I saw 
some gorgeous Christmas trees on sale in the High 
Street but I didn t have time to ask how much they 
were. 

I m sure they're much too expensive. 

Well, we've got to have a tree. If you don't want to 
buy one, you'll have to go out and dig one up. Oh, 
and we need a few gifts for the tree. Apart fromi the 
holly and the mistletoe that's about everything. 

It's the same every year — you end up with every¬ 
thing you want and I end up with a headache from 
worrying about my bank balance. 
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Bill 

Ted 

Bin 

Ted 

Bill 


Ted 

Bin 


Ted 


Bin 


Ted 


Bin 


A Good Sell 

What do you think of my new pullover, Ted? 

Well, it's very nice as far as I can see, but put it on 
first, then I'll tell you if it suits you. 

I tried on about twenty. This one isn't what I 
wanted really. ^ 

Why did you buy it then? 

The salesman sold it to me before I realised what 
had happened. He just never stopped talking and he 
told me some story about the latest fashion and 
special reductions. Before I could say anything he'd lo 
wrapped it up and taken my money. 

Well, it doesn't look too bad, but haven't you put it 
on inside out and back to front? 

Really? Well, I can't tell the back from the front 
with these high-neck pullovers. I really wanted one 15 
with a V-neck. 

It's a good thing it's got sleeves at the top or you'd 
put it on upside down as well. Still, I think it suits 
you quite well. 

I went out to get a blue pullover with a V-neck, 20 
short sleeves and a pattern, and I came home with a 
brown one with a high neck, long sleeves and no 
pattern. 

You must be too easy to take in. You've got to learn 
to stand up to these high-pressure salesmen. They'll 25 
sell you all sorts of things you don't want if you 
don't watch out. 

Next time I'll send my wife. She'll probably sell 
something to the salesman. 
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Prepositions, Verbs, Phrases, Idioms 

c. f. these text lines: 

packed with The beach was packed with people last Sunday. 1.4 



gaze at We all gazed at the scene in wonder. 1.5 

on display Turner's paintings are on display at the Tate Gallery. 1.7 

pick out They're all good apples. It's hard to pick out the best one. 1.15 

cheer up "I'm fed up." "Cheer up! Life isn't so bad." 1.18 

{an hour) or so "He's out at the moment. He'll be back in ten minutes 1.19 

or so." 

make (your) way After the game we slowly made our way towards the exit. 1.19 
to (my) astonish- To my astonishment the house was completely empty. 1.20 
ment 

go up to I went up to a policeman and asked him the way. 1.23 

ready for The room wasn't ready for us when we arrived. 2.1 

send off I'll send these parcels off tomorrow. 2.1 

send out It's time to send the announcements out. 2.3 

just about "Wait a minute. I'm just about ready." 2.8 

rundown Bill enjoys running his team down. 2.13 

on sale Fresh strawberries on sale here. 2.21 

riig op We'll dig up some potatoes from the garden. 2.26 

end up with He works too hard. He'll end up with a heart attack. 2.29 

fry on She tried the dress on, but it was too small. 3.4 

wrap up The assistant wrapped the book up in brown paper. 3.11 

inside out I sometimes put my socks on inside out. 3.13 

back to front The letter 'b'written back to front becomes a'd'. 3.13 

upside down I couldn't read the card, because it was upside down. 3.18 

take in He imitated the boss' voice and took us in completely. 3.24 

stand up to The man shouted angrily, but we stood up to him. 3.25 

watch out ' Watch out! There's a car coming." 3.27 
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Text One 

Problem Children 

Letters to the Editor 
Sir: 

Teachers in some secon- demic work, might be 
dary schools in Britain are teaching the child to put 
worried that their jobs his own selfish interests 
may become impossible before his duties to the 35 
5 shortly unless something community in which he 
can be done to restore lives, 
discipline in the class- Perhaps the problem 
rooms. In the problem can be solved by improv- 
schools, mostly in large ing facilities for the 40 
10 cities, a small minority of psychological guidance of 
teenage pupils deliberately these difficult children or 
disrupt lessons to such an by better cooperation be- 
extent that the teachers tween the schools and the 
can no longer teach their parents — for the parents 45 
15 classes effectively. may be mainly respon- 

Some within the tea- sible for the aggressive 
chers'unions consider that behaviour of their off- 
the permissive nature of spring. But some of us 
modern society is respon- believe that there ought 50 
20 sible. Small children who to be a return to more 
are continually encour- "old-fashioned” methods, 
aged to express their in- At present in some schools 
dividuality without res- teachers may not even 
triction are naturally slap a child who mis- 55 
25 reluctant to accept school behaves, but I personally 
discipline when they grow feel that caning should be 
older. Furthermore, mod- re-introduced and that this 
ern teaching techniques, might produce the desired 
which appear to stress results. eo 

personal enjoyment at the Ex-teacher 

expense of serious aca- Beckenham 
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Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Jones 


Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Jones 


Mrs. Smith 


Mrs. Jones 


Mrs. Smith 


Mrs. Jones 


Mrs. Smith 


The Missed Bus 

Have another cup of tea before you go, Mrs. Jones. 

I should be off really. 1 want to catch the ten 
o'clock bus into town and it's nearly quarter to 
already. 

You may as well have another cup and catch the 
10.30. You'd have to run to catch the 10 o'clock 
now and you might miss it even then. 

All right, then, thank you. And can I have another 
of those chocolate biscuits? 

Of course you can. Here you are... 

Did you read about that awful business at the new 
comprehensive school last week? 

Yes, I did. A boy assaulted a teacher with a knife. 
Whatever next? 

He ought to be given a good beating. They're too 
soft on children these days. The children can do 
what they like, and the teachers can't do anything 
to punish them.... May I have another biscuit? 

Of course — help yourself. I don't know why they 
abolished corporal punishment. Things like that 
didn't happen when we were at school because the 
teachers kept these hooligans under control by using 
a cane. 

That's true.... Ah, well, 1 must go now... Oh dear! 
Is your clock right? It can't be twenty past ten 
already. 

I'm afraid it is. You've missed the 10.30 too now. You 
may as well stay here for a chat and go into town after 
lunch. 

Yes, I might as well. But Mrs. Brown is expecting me. 

I really ought to ring her and tell her that I won't be 
turning up. Could I use your phone? 

Certainly. 
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Terry 

Steve 

Terry 

Steve 

Terry 


Steve 

Terry 

Steve 

Terry 

Steve 

Terry 


Steve 


Terry 


One of Those Days 
Morning, Steve. 

Morning, Terry. Is Mr. Peters in yet? 

I haven't seen him this morning, but he should be 
upstairs in his office by now. Slip up and see. 

By the way, that is your green Ford at a parking 
meter outside, isn't it? 

Yes, why? 


There's a traffic warden putting a parking ticket on it. 
What? There can't be. The time hasn't run out yet. 

I only parked it there about 45 minutes ago. lo 

Well, those meters are only for half an hour's park¬ 
ing, you know. 

Blast! If I run down quickly and move it now, I 
wonder if I can talk him into removing the ticket. 
There's no chance of that, Terry. These wardens is 
never cancel a ticket once they have written it out. 
Damn! It's just not my day today. I went to a party 
last night and woke up with a hangover this morning. 

I tripped and twisted my ankle on the way down¬ 
stairs, I mislaid my keys and spent twenty minutes 20 
finding them, and I left home without any breakfast 
because I was late. And now this. 

Well, you shouldn't drink so much. But at least you 
don't have to worry about the car now. Since you'll 
have to pay the fine anyway, you might just as well 25 
leave it where it is for the rest of the morning. 

suppose that is a small consolation, but I really 
ought to go back to bed. 
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c. f. these text lines: 


to an extent Education in Britain is to a large extent free. 1.12 

encourage to He encouraged his son to study music. 1.22 

reluctant to Most people are reluctant to work on Sundays. 1.25 

at the expense of Quantity is often maintained at the expense of quality. 1.31 

put... before He's far too serious - he always puts business before 1.33 

pleasure. 

cooperation Wars could be avoided by better cooperation between 1.43 

between governments. 

responsible for Who is responsible for this terrible mistake? 1.46 

whatever next "In this school the boys choose the lessons they attend." 2.14 

"Whatever next!" 

soft on "The courts are too soft on criminals these days." 2.16 

help (your)self Nobody passed the sandwiches so he helped himself. 2.19 


under control 


turn up 
be in 

slip up/out 
talk into 

write out 
not (my) day 



Good teachers can usually keep any class under control. 2.22 



"He slipped out to the post office in his coffee break." 3.4 
She didn't want to go to the party, but he talked her 3.14 

into it. 

The teacher told me to write out the exercise again. 3.16 

"I've lost my wallet and missed my train." "It's not your 3.17 
day, is it!" 
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Text One 


A Formal Complaint 


16 Manor Road^ 

Harpole, 

Hants, 

22nd January 

The Sales Manager, 

Sparks Electrical Suppliers Ltd., 

13 South Street, 

Southampton, 

Dear Sir, 

On Tuesday you sent one of your fitters to install the 
dish-washing machine we purchased from your company 
recently. Although you had assured us that we would not 
have to pay extra for installation, your workman told us 
that we had to have a new tap and various electrical 5 

fittings before he could connect the machine up. 

Naturally we had to take his word for it, and we told 
him to carry out the necessary work. 

The bill he presented us with afterwards seemed 
exorbitant, so we went through it and checked the prices 10 

of the items. We found that elsewhere the identical 
articles were little more than half the price he had 
charged us. Moreover, we have since discovered that we 
need not have had a new tap at all. 

We trust, therefore, that at your earliest convenience 15 

you will send another man to exchange the new tap for the 
old one again. We also hope that, after examining the 
enclosed bill carefully, you will see fit to reduce the 
prices considerably, as well as to deduct the price of 
the new tap, 2 o 

Yours faithfully. 



Mrs. C. Jones 
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Ted 

Bill 


Ted 

Bill 

Ted 


Bin 


Ted 


Bin 


Ted 


Bin 


Garages 

Did you take your car to Greenham's garage to be 
repaired. Bill? 

Yes, the day before yesterday. It's in good shape 
again now. Apparently, I needn't have worried about 
that terrible rattling noise underneath. It was only a 5 
loose v>/ire and they fixed it in two minutes flat. 

Was there anything else wrong? 

Oh yes. They found about a dozen other things that 
needed replacing. 

That's always the way. You take the car in for one 10 
reason and they find that everything else is wrong. 

In the end you pay twice as much as you bargained 
for. But at least Greenham's people are fast workers. 
Yes, thank goodness! We had to go to Birmingham 
yesterday and I thought I'd have to hire a car or 15 
borrow someone else's, but my own car was ready in 
time, so I didn't need to hire one after all. 

Of course, Greenham may be fast, but he's expensive 
too. I didn't have to go to him, of course. I think I'll 
try somewhere else next time something goes wrong. 20 
It doesn't matter where else you try. All garages are 
expensive these days. You just have to pay up. 

There's nothing else you can do. 

And sometimes you can't even be sure that they've 
done the job you've asked them to do. Last year I 25 
had to take my car into a garage in Brighton for an 
emergency repair, and I wasn't even allowed to stand 
in the repair shop and watch while they did it. 

Union rules or something. 

Well, they probably didn't want you to see how 
simple the job was before they gave you the bill. 


30 
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Mum 

Mike 

Mum 

Mike 

Mum 

Mike 

Mum 

Mike 

Mum 

Mike 


Mum 

Mike 

Mum 


A Flying Visit 

Hello, Mike. Did you enjoy the weekend in Paris? 

Yes, it was great. Mum. Look, I've brought you back 
some wine, and here are some cigarettes for Dad. 

Thank you, dear. That's lovely. But you needn't 
have gone to that expense. s 

Well, I don't often buy you presents, but I don't 
often go to Paris either. 

Tell me about it. What did you do with yourself? 

Well, we had quite a good flight, and we gdt to the 
hotel at about seven o'clock. We had a super dinner, io 
and then Clive, Tim and I went to a night-club. 

Didn't anyone else go with you? 

No, no one else wanted to come. All the others were 
too tired. Then on Saturday morning we did some 
shopping, and of course we watched the international 15 
rugby match in the afternoon. The match was drawn, 
but England were lucky not to lose. 

Where else did you go? Didn't you look round the 
Louvre? 

Yes, but it was a lightning visit. And we went up the 20 
Eiffel Tower too, of course. But we didn't have time 
for much else. We were told we were not to be late 
for check-in at the airport and we had to rush like 
mad. When we got there, though, we found we 
needn't have hurried because take-off had been 25 

delayed for an hour. 

What else did you buy then? 

Let me see.... A few souvenirs, some postcards, a 

bottle of perfume for Janet.Nothing much else 

because I ran out of money. By the way, can you 30 
lend me a couple of pounds until next week. Mum? 

So that's the price of my French wine, is it? 
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c. f. these text lines: 

take (my) word If you won't take my word for it, you can go and ask him. 1.7 
for it 

carry nut A nnnd snirlier always carries out orders. 1.8 



present with The president presented the men with their medals. 1.9 

go through We went through the list again to check it. 1.10 

at your earliest Please confirm your order at your earliest convenience. 1.15 

convenience 

exchange for I'd like to exchange my car for a newer one. 1.16 

see fit to We didn't see fit to change our plans just for his sake. 1.18 

in good shape "I get lots of exercise now. I'm in good shape again.” 2.3 

flat "We changed our clothes in ten minutes flat." 2.6 

bargain for I know there was a lot to do, but I didn't bargain for 2.12 

all this. 

go wrong Every time something goes wrong, the boss blames me. 2.20 

pay up "You owe me a pound. Come on, pay up!" 2.22 

great "It was a great party last night, wasn't it?" 3.2 

get to If we hurry we'll get to the station on time. 3.9 

look round I'll have a look round the town, while you're having 3.18 

a rest. 

like mad "If we work like mad now, we can finish early." 3.23 

let me see "How many do you need?" "Let me see...five, I think." 3.28 
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FEBRUARY 


SUNDAY 


t^o o' oloctc ^iVe. 

tA3Vve^/^ 't'W. toolc Ic-o-i/c-, ci't^ cxi-it^oL^^U loc 

WoA E\A^o'^t/i ■VVtl-r Cov^^rt^^, LOifc tXvvfi I u>e-rc, (^Jl&, 

S Wult "VVi. ci^ivT . U?6- uJX 
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£)mv<.<XI Sfoic^ Tobacco OuJL , LO^ cUXv^bfici CAwA.tb beci 
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Mrs. Jones 
Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 


Mrs. Jones 
Mrs. Smith 


Mrs. Jones 


Mrs. Smith 


Mrs. Jones 


Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Smith 


Mutual Feelings 

Oh, look! It's snowing, Mrs. Smith! 

So it is! I can't remember when it last snowed. 

It snowed in April two years ago. It was Easter 
week; I remember it well. 

Oh yes! So it did. It must have been the second 
week in April — my sister from Scotland was here 
at the time. 

What about the fire at the Williams's house last 
Saturday! Did you see it? 

Yes. Terrible, wasn't it? The fire-engine woke me 
up at about three in the morning. They were lucky 
the whole house didn't burn down. Their living- 
room was in an awful mess next morning. 

Well, it serves them right. They were throwing 
another of those wild parties, weren't they? They 
must have been blind drunk; they should have been 
more careful. 

You know, I think they may have set fire to the 
place on purpose — just to claim new furniture and 
carpets from the insurance company. 

I wouldn't be surprised at anything they did. I've 
always been suspicious of them, and the longer I 
know them the more I dislike them. I'm glad I 
didn't go to their party. 

Why didn't you go, Mrs. Jones? 

Well we weren't invited actually, but 1 had to go to 
my sister's that evening anyway. 

We weren't invited either. I suspect that the longer 
they live here the less they like us too, Mrs. Jones. 
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Find the Culprit 


Mr. Fielding 
Mr. Williams 


Mr. Fielding 
Mr. Williams 


Mr. Fielding 
Mr. Williams 
Mr. Fielding 


Mr. Williams 

Mr. Fielding 
Mr. Williams 


Hello, Charles. I hear you had a bit of a fire after 
the party last week. Was there much damage? 

Well, fortunately we managed to confine all the 
damage to the one room, so it wasn't too bad really. 
The carpets and curtains were ruined, and the walls 5 
and ceiling were blackened by smoke, so we had to 
redecorate the room completely. 

It must have been a cigarette-end, I suppose. 

Yes, that's for sure. Someone must have dropped a 
cigarette on the carpet near the big window, and 10 
after we'd gone the curtains caught fire. We ought 
to have checked everything before going to bed, I 
know, but we were so tired we decided to clear up 
in the morning. We shouldn't have left the windows 
open either. 

15 

Have you any idea who the culprit was? It was very 
careless of someone. 

It might have been Ted Redman. He's a chain- 
smoker and he d had one or two too many. 

It can't have been me anyway; I'm a non-smoker. 20 
But it may well have been old Bill Coleman. The 
more I think about it, the more I feel sure that he 
was standing by that window most of the time 
towards the end of the party. 

So he was! And he's a careless sort of chap — he 25 
flicks his cigarette ash all over the place. And the 
more he drinks the worse he gets. 

Still, you can't very well accuse him of it — it 
could have been anyone. 

True. Besides, I can t complain; our room was 30 

repainted at the insurance company's expense. 
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take (my) leave 
fall asleep 
on fire 
in check 
put out 

burn down 

in a mess 
it serves (you) 
right 
throw a party 
blind drunk 


set fire to 
on purpose 

claim from 

surprised at 
suspicious of 
a bit of 
for sure 

catch fire 
clear up 
careless of 
accuse of 
at (his) expense 


c. f. these text lines: 


He took his leave from the host and left the house. 1.2 

I was so tired that I fell asleep in my chair. 1 8 

The car was on fire when the ambulance arrived. 1.13 

Police on horseback kept the crowds in check. 1.24 

Don't throw your cigarette away. Put it out in the 1.27 
ashtray. 

if the fire brigade doesn't come soon, the whole house 2.12 
will burn down. 

My room is in a mess. I must tidy it up today. 2.13 

I ve lost my wallet." "It serves you right. You're too 2.14 
careless." 

We usually throw a party just after Christmas. 2.14 

Bill was blind drunk at the party, and could hardly stand." 2.16 


We usually throw a party just after Christmas. 2.14 

Bill was blind drunk at the party, and could hardly stand." 2.16 



Some people enjoy setting fire to property. 2.18 

I m sorry I broke your plate, but I didn't do it on 2.19 

purpose. 


Don t worry about the cost — I’ll claim my expenses 2.19 
from the firm." 

We were surprised at the election results. 2.21 

I'm very suspicious of people who talk too much. 2.22 

"I've got a bit of a headache." 3 -) 

'I don't think I can do it today, but I'll do it tomorrow 3.9 
for sure." 

Sometimes the woods catch fire in hot dry weather. 3.11 
I must clear up my desk before I go home. 3.13 

It was careless of you to forget the keys. 3.17 

He accused me of taking the money. 3 28 

We went out to dinner at John's expense when he got 3.31 
his rise. 



